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Here's a hint borrowed from the photocopy qxhnrtsi When vou have difficulty
in reading material mimeographed or pranted, on both sides ot the sheet, simply ~
nrocure a sheet of Llack paperfor a picce of black cloth and lay the sheet over
¥t. This usually kills the “ show-throngh” = ! ' '

ek AND NOW THE AMEBICAﬁ'
For over five vears a arivately-circulated paper, ‘just among friends; rejatives, and -
ndore has cat last discovered and ioined: the ranks of .organized

scquaintances, the Vedaly . oununds
By = S ,, - i - i, o W &+ = " W &
amateur jourpalism (a.j. for short). Last Summer we joined the United Amateur Press Associ-

ation, of some 35U mentbars, and ithen we were recommended’lor the -Anerican. dmatewr Press
Associatinn, which we rf-crn'l;]'y joined also, Seattered -Lont the country, though mainly-in

the bast, the Ame:rican A 2.A. 18 guite an active group, of abeut 153 sonls at last cnunf,ing-.

Our cirenlation thus takes i jusp to the dizzv ligure .ol THU copies..

TRUE  OR. +FALSE *? = £
asked us: *Wusn't it General :"k-muntieﬁ,:'mﬁ?' captu
Do WHS

The other day a friend ef ours
Korzybski on Nullay Hill during the last war
nage 3 ol this 1ssuee,

']'I

EXTRA!! EVOLUT
Tn £. T. Carter’s %Wolla Bolba fovathe, 0 e U
there wis a delivhtful scconnt a couple of issues ago
s much so as the pelican who was patine him, for he wosz vea
. tremendous evplutionary nrogress in just one sulp! Tee fish's only regret
greater ¢ jump he could have made up the <cale, had he been eaten by o man,

cleverly 1] lustrated, 3 S N

IT'S EITHER NOT ENOUGH RAIN OR TOO MUCH

The Southern Califormia dry spell of some years' standing was broken recently Ly a series
of torrertial downpours, and although this part of Los Angwles rode out the storm fairly well,
severnl other districts, particularly the San Fernando Volley, were severely flooded, The beach
cottawe leloneing to our friends the E. Lindams, located at the entrunce to Topanga Canyon, a

few milvs north of Sants Monica, wns swept 1nto the sea by the flood waters,

among Lhe bundles

The L.AF.A. had jast about the largest numoer of pupers ever in 1ts tuo Liecember mail-
wnps. Notoble were the many multicalored grecting cerds, with individuel messoges ond of ten
appropriate verses. In keeping with the Nev Year's uppraech was “Star Lanes No. 4”.a lLittie
nagazine containing this issue the vunning entries in @ verse coniest, the assigned sulbject
betng {iie wn 3000 AD.  Ajay Graphic, a handsomely=printed paper by Me pin Senfrod of San
Fron. iscu, contatned o provocative wriiete on the “decline’ of ameteur journalism, but other
wndficate thut the spirit is by no meuns as deuvid as wll that,
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The Not Common Buwm

THIS MORNING while walking in the park I decided to rest a few moments,

It just happened that I sat next to a rather queer-looking old codger. The old boy
was very friendly and after a few words of greeting, spun for me this very unusual tale:
le started off something like this: “Not loup ago, I was just a common bLum, and fate
somehow steered me into and among thé intelligintsia of park-bench philosophers. 1 learned
ttat I was not T, Lot just a kit of worthless clay, ‘from dust it came, to dust 1t must
return’ . The real me was a division of my inner self and an Aura zround me. The problem
was for the Luam to corntro! his othier two sections. '

“These leinz real ‘high-toned' and never hungry, they nceded nothing, so had plenty

always. To pet control, which all these nhilosonhers had aver their respective auras
ete., required deen peditation. So I meditate and meditate some imore. .

“At last, after gaining controi of my aura, I devised a plan, whereby this worthless
body shonld never a sir go hungry. And so, into spoce | sent--or rather, stretched—this
aure of mine. I stapped it when it hud reached a distence from this clay such as to be
exactly twenty-four haurs into the future. ‘Ah, what a steak T shall have tomorrow, I
think; so I sav to my extended sura, (ive me all the winners at banta Anita, who are
nning today Ly voar watch, as they will Le winners for me tomorrow!’

‘Serry’, suys my aur:, ‘that news is ccnscred.’ To test my line of communicetion,

I ask: ‘By vour time, wnat did 1 have for trzakfast this morning?’ ‘Our watches correspond
exactly in relatiea to “coifee end”.’ ‘And what? — Give.me the news of the world.’
‘Well  here it is, but don't gpamble on it: New York—-A million dollars’ worth of illegal
drugs diverted into legal chunnels. ~~ Korca—Peace talks still in session—great air and
lend latties rage. == Dying receive Cog’'s ldessing; living receive hell, — Woshington:
Senotor MacArthy speaks; The liop. Barkley tarks; Congress votes on antivivisection bill.,
Some of the newsbeys say, “The Mation is going to.the dogs.” '’

‘Wait, wait!’ T yell, “how atont me? how akout this common piece of clay and wy
tomorrow?’  ‘Nee Tsoa Ts sung qua kwa O6 BTOM HMYETO HOBCTO He MOTY coo6uUTE, Bev
rotorafolvwy; Bev Eépw | ¢,+=°f"&m ' .. .seems to le a lot of interference on the Aura’s
linell. . J J

"Gﬂﬂ bleaﬁ you, can yrm spare—? (h, thanks, Mister=—thanks a lot!”

G00 BDITOR'S HOTR: Wr. ¥olters L8 o member of
Lhe Southern ColiLfornio Amalgur Prese CLud
and of the U.A.RLA.. Te Ls ootive in res- hadg:
LoArant wOrk But nob W Yhe copaociiy thab Jesse K. Haiters,
BB Nome BLAnT Lndlcate. ' Contritulions oy 1241 4ltany street,
PN hope appearad Wn Los Andeles newspopers

Los Angeles 15, Caltifornia.
and. elseuwhere,

Cecile Bonham, grapho-analyst, will read your handwriting and E
tell you things you have never suspected about yourself. Send
2 large page of your handwriting and a self-addressed, stamped
envelope, with $1:°C for analysis, to Cecile Bonham, 1218
Orange Grove avenue, Glendale 5, Californla.
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Semantics and General Semantics

One of the few encouraging trends in this troukled world of ours, is the growing interest
in straight thinking cvident among at lcast a small section of the population. 'This interest and
striving takes many directions and is: expressed in many ways--it comes alike from the ‘materialists’
and the ‘idealists’; 1t 1s evidenced ty philoscphers, mathemnticians, psychologists, physicists,
engineers, philolngists, llnpu1ats, trans lators, and critics, and by writers of fiction as well as
non-fiction, That the movement is pathering inrcn is showin by the manner in which it i1s Leing
npposed Ly those who wovld seek to repiment the thought of others: opposition can be flattery, too.

Semantics 1s usuvally defined as the study of the weaning of words. OCften the emphasis has
been historical——the better dictionaries will trace for yon the changes in the meaning of a word
down through the centuries. Philosophers and logicians have often occupied them%ﬂlveq with the
probilem, “what is signifying?” There exists a study which some call semtotic; the theory of
signs. Symbolic logic, a sort of Lridpee between logic and mathematics, has come into prominence
lately tnrnugh the extensive work teing done on electronic culculators and the numerous practical
everyday uses to which s symbolic loeic has luTPIY bieen put. Then i1n about every library one may
find a book called TﬁF1”EHﬂlﬂé of Meaning, which caime out some years ago.

In 1933, the late count Alfred KGP?YLhkl nulliahnd a book entitled Science and Sanity, and
this lLook has gone through several editions, Quite s weighty tome, it contains much repetition
and is generally declared very difficilt to understand, Fhrtunatelv there have been pepulariza-
tions of the ideas it contains, as for example, S. I. Hayahawa's Lunguage in Thought and Action
and Wendell Jobnson’s People in (uandaries. For his particulac approach to the subject, Korzyb-
ski nsed the term Generul Semantics, and a halfway-satisfactory definition of this would Le ‘the
study of the effect of the meanings of words npon the human nerQUQ'system" Or we naght say,
What are the results of using words in different ways upon people? Much is said. by devotees of
general semantics about semantic reactions, which persons exhitit wpon being exposed Lo certain
words., (Before we go on, we ought to say that we agree with a number of writers in holding the
term ‘general semantics’ to ke a sort of proper nare, having 3 méaning quite different from that .
which might have been expected, were Lpneral and ‘semantics' to be taken in their usual senses,)
A na“tlcujdrlw tad type of semantic Teaction can be seen in people who Lecome emotional about
politics, and who cén ke seunt ‘into a vialent temper tantrum by simply saying to them “Democrat.”
or “Repuvtlican” as the case may le.

Korzybski {the Polish rz in thl: name has a zh sound like the s in meusure! carried an un
enthusiastic crusade againgt the 'is of 1dﬁnr1Ly' He called his system ‘non-Aristotelian’—for
which the ablreviation is A (read '‘null-A') because, though he acknowledged a deep debt to Aris-
totle, and he did not wish to be considered an anti-Aristoteliam, his system was designed to
do away with certain hatits of identification and semantic orientations which, through the cen- :
turies, have bLecome associated with the rnachlng of Aristotelian logic, One of Knrzyhskt s fave <, -
orite phrases is, “Whatever you say a thing is, it is not.” The cbject ‘outside our skins' is-not
thm-'r&dect' seen, heard, felt, Ltc.”by our senses. The ‘object’ scen, heard, felt, ete. by our
serses 1s not the word or wnrdq (‘labels’ ) we use bo describe it. ﬂbrdﬁ are w0t the -ng; they
signify. The actual object, the schsed object, and the words belong to diffe: ent orders o. ; u41
Hb¢trch1ﬂn, and these orders of abstraction must not te confused. The real 0'3anfigs;'um-speak- ,
able'. These points are ¢mphazized over and over agaln “The process of alstraction, by which |
we derive words for things or latels for them, consists in leoving characteristics out. This can
Le exemplified by such a word as ‘orange’, which is aspelatively vague and indefinite term as com-
pared with the millions of actual oranges, as they differ one from another in size, shape, sourness,
sweetness, age, smell, Flemishes, color, thickness of skin, amount of juice, and many other indi-
vidual charucteristics not appaerent to our senses nor to SCIEﬂtlflt instruments., Orange| is not
orange 2 Orangpgtchgmber 1951) 1s NOT erangea(p.hruary 1952): No two oranges are allke hence
we add thh 1ndew:ng subscripl hgures, and <n oraznge 1s CUﬂr1H”d11¥ :hang1ng with time, so a par-
ticular orange is not the same after time las elapsed, and we indicate this by the subseript date.
Then, by the use of ete. we help to indicate that characturldr1us have been left mut. A complete
enmeration. of all the characteristics of an object is wmpossible. We can never know ‘all’ abont
anything, Get out your pencil and paper and try tr;ulltr ont an absolutely complete desecription
of the chair you sit in. You will soon fing it can’t Le done.

Note that the ‘1s’ or any nthcr form of the verk ‘to te’, in whatever language we are using,
has several distinct uses, and the 'is of identitv’' 1s the one Korzytski prescribes, The sentence
John Smith ts @ lazy pig will serve as an example of the is of.ddentity; the person uttering this
sentence (presumakly in an fNgry tove! ) is asking us te believe that John Smith and the lazy pig
are one and the same creature, when asnycne can see that they are not, The sentence Man is an
animal is different; it means that human beings are included in the more general class of animals.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)




TRE LOS AMNGELES T WEAKLY HEWSAMCR FOR FEIRCARY 1252 2% 1SS0 RS 19 @ TASR A
ve v SEMANTICS AND GENERAL SEMANTICS, continued

The sentence The book is red is little more than a grammatical device for making an adjective~
noun group look like a sentence; it conveys no information bLeyond what would be conveyed Ly the
mere phrase, red book. This use of 1s is called the ‘is of predication’; in some languages this
sentence-form does not eccur——for example the Russian version of the book is red would be KHATS
KpacHu knigu krasna, literally ‘book red’, and this sentence contains na verb at all. The sen-
tence God is will serve as an example of the use of is to denote existence—this is the primary
meaning of the verk "to be'. (The atheists in this audience will please keep quiet!) And now we
come to the use of is as an auxiliury verd he lping to conjugate other verbs, as in Mark us

loved by Mary. Tlhe forming of the passive veice with the aid of ‘to Le' occurs in many langua-
ges, hut hardly in all. The sentence just mentioned would ke Marcus Maria amatur in Latin, as
latin possesses a nearly complete synthetic passive conjupation, as also is the case with the
Scandinavian languages, Greek, Old Irish, and a numker of other tongues, that need no ‘is’ to form
the passive. English has the peculiarity of using a progressive form of the verkL to denote con-
tinuing action, as he is going doun the street, but almost every other language renders this as

he goes doun the street, None of these latter uses of is imply identity.

Another béte noire of Korzyhski's is what he oulls the ‘elementalistic’ term—a word the use
of which splits a concept into parts that do not really exist separately. For example, ‘conscious-
ness’ does not exist of itself apart from something or somcbody to be conscious. Heat 1s not a
thing—-heat does not exist separately from hot objects. Motion does not exist apart from things
that move. When we use these false-to-fact terms, we deliberately invite confusion, mi sunder -
standing, and general befuddledness. |

Naturally, general semantics has purposes. It is intended to some extent as a therapy-—one
trained in ‘it should have a better grasp of his or her protlems than before, and should Lecome
heal thier, more contented, and a more use ful member of society. Tt is intended to make one less
susceptible to propuganda and misleading advertising. Its enthusiasts often hope to kring about
something like Utopia with 1ts help. There exist a society for general semantics and a magaz1ne
called Fte. Certainly this type of training will do much to free persons from many kinds o
prejudices.

General semanticists (they are not all agreed on this name and some say semanticians) are
developing a system of gestures, signs, etc., for the purpose of reminding themselves and their
hearers of the new attitudes to Le taken. For example, they point upwards on both sides of the
head with two fingers of each hand to represent that what is being said at that moment is to Le
understood as teing enclosed within quotation marks, They hold a finger to the lips while pointing
taward an object to dengte that the real object lies on the ‘un-speak-able’ level, There is a
weird okject invented by Korzybski that looks like a surrealist bunch of slices of Swiss cheese
tied together with pieces of twine, called the “structural diflerential” for reasons we cannot
understand. It 1s used for demonstrating the different levels of abstraction, and undouttedly
has value for this purpose.

" The Korzybskian system is not perfect, and some forceful arguments have bLeen levelled against
it by more or less impertant authors. Definitely some of its adherents have gone overboard on it,
and in‘%ﬁaﬁFeWiquféﬁ“T?ifﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁm'hﬂﬁé"mﬂdﬁ“ﬁiﬁﬂ claims——and no doubt many who have only a half
understanding of it have expounded their views as though they knew it all-—a particularly grievous
vice in those who say they belong to a system one of whase chief premises is that we cannot know
‘511'. However it must be remembered that general semantics does not claim to Le either a
philosophy or a psychology, and that therefore arguments concerning it must not assume it to be
a new philosophical or paychological system. Embracing such a wide field as 1t does, general
semantics could hardly be perfectly formulated at the first attempt, But already it 1s proving
highly stimulating, and the literature on it will continue to grow and grow, There is even some
fiction based on general semantics, as for instance Van Vout's The World of A. There must be
something in general semantics when those trained in it win almost every argument they enter. We
are confident that this article is going to start some arsumentative discussien, for two persons

studying semantics seldom agree’
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/ v HAVE RE DISCOVERED 4 NEF KIND OF PERIODICAL?
The other day we were riding on a Festern avenue bus--our last chance to do
so before the new 2L,¢ fare increase went into effect--and, in the window of a
careless-looking store about a mile from here, uwe saw the sign:
STATIONARY  MAGANINES |

with the word “"stationery” misspelled and the % backwards., Now, what we would
libe to kmow is, Arc stationary magazines the opposite of movie magazines?
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Las_AngeIes, August 31, 1951. ' ' ’ H i 'Essay and Poein by
' ' ' _ LS “Wesley Newbern,
Poet-Essayist,

320 Crane boulevtrd,

PEACE Los Angeles, Californic

There could be ever-present, serene, and tranouil PEACE. Life perreates all things in
subtle rhythm in its creative process. %Without order in this process form, life as we know it
m'm.t!& be utterly impossible. If man then is a prototype of this macrocasm, why is it that in man’s
limited mind there is so much frustration, confusion, and war? Ts not man free to think as he
chooses? From whﬁﬂte comes all man’s prejulice, hate, fear, and war—does not man brew it him-
self? If we would be happy, iree, und peaceful, we must begin by being peacefnl toward those
immediately around us. If we can be peaceful in our immediate contects, we can be peaceful to
the whole of man. . |

Pesce is from within and cannot be imposed from the outside Ly armaments ‘end the threat of
violence. feace is very simple: just he peaceful. It's ché#p, too—saves money. Frightened war-
mongers all over the world could save billions in wested energy and effort toduy by reshuffling
their minds and just learning how to be pesceful. Pence is—or should be--the paramount issue of

all humans. Of what value are all our worship and prayers if we do not know hew to be peaceful?

First let us learn how to be pcaceful and then bring our offering to the alter. When we cast
out of our mind-heart the delicate Lalance of love and reason, we become frightened and visualize
our own viciousness in another and want to make war with others instead of conquering our
oun -preed and violence within., The attributes of neace, Honesty, Justice, Tolerance, Appreci-
ation, Kindliness and Unity are perfect within themselves and need no violence in their defence.
Peace krings understanding, harmony, order, and sets mind-heart free. Peace is really wonderful.
Let us never allow ourselves to Le deceived or conditioned Ly the wur-mongers: Why would one
sally forth in exhititions of rapine, plunder, and war?—it’s wiser to question ourselves, Hide
not ktehind the alibis of pods or devils; we and we' nlone are ‘responsible for our cenduct, our
environment, and our wars. If man wants plague, famine, and premature death, let him take it and
like it. But if we want peace, happiness, success, and all wonderful and Leautiful things in
PEACE let us learn how to be Peraceful. 1n Peace we live in deep UNITY with ALL LIFE and it 1is

really thralling.

| UNITY
long I wandered to and fro [ sat in the garden oné day
Up and down in search to know; To catch a glimpse of life's display,
I questioned life for the resson why And here 1 discovered the mystery
Complete unity seemed to pass me by. Qf life's oneness in creative unity,
Could it be that in life's euter norm What-, thman, de;g;wggm&,ﬁ“ﬁ "
No two things exactly conform e With resc ces.at your -¢mﬁﬂ_'.
To likeness of pattern or design, To turn the tide of warring strife
Though in 8he common source entwine? To Peace, the true design of life?

Editor’s Note: Mr, Newbern maintains a little garden spbt and house, called “Peace Haven"
at the address given above, on a picturesque hillside back of the Southwest Museum, which 1is
in the northeastern part of Los Angeles—~othsrwise called Highland Park, Lectures and discussion

groups are occasionally held there.

Your editor’'s plans to send Christmas cards went askew. He had prepared for tlueprint and
ozalid cards this time, both of which are made by sunlight, Fog and rain and clouds were the
order of things in December, so few cards got made. We don’t think it too late to wish everyone
of our readers a Happy New Year. '

The last three weeks—from the middle of Januarye-have heen rather trying. The present

writer's riphe fort, which is not used for writing this paper, but is needed for walking, gpot
inte an araument with a toble-leg and emerged the ignominious loser, and has Leen complaiping
about it c-er sice. This ha: given us tire to reflect on one of the irritating defects in the
Ene!ish leag.ege:,a le with which on= linps 1s ne. limp—it 3s held rather stiffly, |

Department ¢ liseless Information: The mame of this month, FEBRUARY, is derived from februa,

feas: of murification and expiation held in the middle of tie month. “The ancient Romans

a Formar
L] 1 H . ' e ™ ! o s - - . % = X -.u-- -
reciined Feramsry the lasti month of tiue year, ihe (nrigflan Lehit CORTINUES the jfehrua idea,
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TAUTOLOGY

Tautology (from Greek tuvtoroyie, =-=1wuso,the same,& Moyog, word, something
said) is the term for needleoss repetition. This word pay not be familiar, knt the nractice of
tautology certainiy is! Jt is cne of the commonest vices of writers and speakers—-this writer
not excontede—and the onty Tunlt wepse is the awkward ef fort to aveid it or the awkward apology
for Laving done it. If yon can remember the irritating effect produced on you the last time
you Frard an old joke rebasled for the ’steenth time, or hev angry you can be at the fellow
vho elways relates the same anecdots every tiye you neet hir:,, you will have some idea of how

bad tautology is. New for some exannles:

Where did you eet it at?
I want a key to unlock the door. : P
He was exusperatingly iiritated by a tothersome annoyunce, !
She erroncously made @ wrong misteke. - :
- The moist danpness of the uwet rawn poured down, and after falling, soaked into g,he
g T soggy soil, from whieh tuere ascended a mist of humtd vepor. (This, we suppose, was ‘intended
3 to Le “Tigniu” prose.) :
An army of sceldiers marched in step down the street.
Gimme sone puper to erite on. |
The electricity we et here is o.c. current, (Spelled out, this would Le “alternating
current current”——yet the kest of clectricians say this all the time, )
The ecods in this window must and has to be sold.
T didn’t never say nothin’ abicut it to nobody. (The deuble negative is just another
case of tautology.) _
She 1s-a widew womar, |
(The firet Lwo words ot Lhe very lop of Lhis pade ore vowtolofieol. e heredy
aooLodize for Ahia Lo Lho3e 0f 0ur recderTa whO Wnow BPURLIW. )

&

TELEVISTON AND THE MOVIES

Remember when the talkies first arrived? The dislocations that ensned--no more theater
crganists and orchestras—how the intellegentsia bewailed the passing of the stlent drama as
something that might have developed into a great art-form if only, etc.ete. .And now we have :
the converse of this—to the radio, so long confined to sound only, are Leing added eyes,
Television antennas (we suppose 1t would Le eold-fashioned to call them antenne) are sprouting
up like weird vegetation from Mars or somewhere all over the city, even en the humblest tum-

. b ledown shacks that wenldn't be vorth the television set in them. People are staving home and
don’t go to the movies so much, end as a result neighborboud theaters are closing duwn. A
fow of them have becore auxiliary television studios; sime hinpve Llossored out as sporting
arenus or bewling dllevs; the literary set are elated that few of them have hecom: legiti-

ate theaters; but o truly sirprising number have become churches, Yes, 1t looks as though
the galer sarques is golhg to Lecome an e tailished American Hmt.:lgutimn' "

i o
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Note: Those con our private mailing list will find this sheet (pp. 7-8 ) coming before the
sheet with pages 5-7, anc thev nav vonder whv. Tiie reason is that we had written up the six
pages thinking that that was all we wers going to have-—we wanted to get it dene in time for
the February maiiings of the uress clubs we inined. We didn’t make it, and find we have mcre to
write akout, kut e¢s owr return wddress is on the back of p.ge six, it seemed more logical to;
keep that on the cutside oI tik paper than te do it «li over u;:'m on page 5.

. oo Vacuoua Cleaners and such

For the last few years there has leen considerslle advertising in the newspapers and also
over the radio and television, running semething like this: Special offer for a limited time
only! Tank-type vacvum cleener with all ctiachments far only $10.95! Fhone hLegunt G022 for
a free home demonstration. - Now, while we have had a vacnum cleaner of the upright sort, it does
not have any esttachmants, so it coula net be used won bare {loors, nor for getting dust cut of
the uphoistery, nor for clﬁanlna drawers, nor for Liowing the dust out of such things as this
Varityper and our radio and eliectronic ﬁqU1;ﬂfnt Thus it seecmecd that a cylinder type cleaner
ought to le just the thing for us. But alas! we . did not reckon vith the wiles of the vacuum-
cleaner salesmen, About a year ago we unsu#red one of these ads, and a man came to our house,
who “knocked” the vacuum all the time he was demonstrating it, aud then, after half an heur of
this sort of nonsense, brought in a 550 maechine which he described in glowing terms. fle vanted
to take our upright cleaner as a trade-in, completely ignoring our protestations that we needed
two kirds of cleaners. Fight months age suistantiully the same scene was repeated with another
salesman, only this time we hud two hours of our duy wasted. The third time was four months ago,
and this time the $i0 machine trought in to show us first was (accidentally on purpose!) not oiled,

so that 1t emitted a terrifving shrill screcch, such as onlv dryv bearings can make. Despite

this, it picked up the dirt a little too weil to satisfy the salesman, who could be heard cursing
under bhis brezth hecause the darned thing wouldn’t un and quit. This man was a little different;
he tronght in two other machines, the while he haughtilv spurned the $1U cash laid on the tatle
for the iirst rachine. He brought in a ponderous affair so heavy that the writer’s mother could
not push it evern &n inch. “Seventv-one deilars with your tradein' he announced lmperlﬂuslyi
as though we were supnosed to dig the monev right out of cur pockets (needless to say we didn't
have anywhere near that much) and hand it right over to him. Bv now we were wise to what was
going to happen next, so we askad, “Uo you mean to tell us that the 571 machine is 7.1 times as
good as the 31U one?!” Flatlergasted at this unexpected szlly, the salesman lost sone of his
synthetic aplomb, and departed btoth swiftly and sheenishly: *** You can imagine our utter
frustration and exasperation. The tlird attempt, The fourth tine we plioned in answer to such
an advertisement, they knew wio 1t was and didn’'t cven bother to send a man out, So yours truly
Lowea bis head 1n resignation, and supposed that a long time to come would have to ke spent in
a house dusty in all save the carpets. It had been auite a blow to us, if such an expression may
Le used i1n reference to a suction device. ..., DBut the tale was to ha?e a happy ending after
all. OCn hearing of eour piight, eur friend Thnﬁhhurlt.zﬂn produced a tank vacuum, which he
sold us for 81U, and it works very well. g

WHERE DOES THE E-GO?

At a certain philosophical discussion gronp—this was during a meeting held on a Sunday
evening about two vears ago—the sul ject proposed was Integrating the Self or some similar topic.
Your editor chose only to listen.  Scpewhere in the middle of the two-hour discussien, a man
(we forget just who) got wp and propouaded the following remarkable statement: “When a self,
having seiflesslydevoted itself te the merifestation of its proper selfness, finally attains
true selthood, it then hecomes canablc. of vnselfish selfishness.” This little gem has |zen
golng around 1in our mind ever since, and doubiless also in those of the other listeners, and
has leen causing us acute semantic distress. What does it mean? Can any of our readers help
us out?

MODERN GHOSTS

In one of the old Fnglish castles, now open to visitors, the curator had a suit of armer
wired for sound. Whenever a sightseer passes by that particular corridor, a weird, sepulchral
voice 1s heard from out of the knight. -
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IN RELATION. TO RELATIVES

This writer's father came through lLos Angeles ecarly this month, to attend a convention of
church goods dealers, and continued c¢n to Alamogordo, New Mexico, where your editor’'s sister,
brother-in-law, nephew, ancd niece live, Bv the time these lines become duplicated, he will
have returned to Fortland, Oreson. The vriter’s fotler was for many years rditor of a weekly
newspaper pullished in Tortlard, the Sentinel, and alseo 15 a historian, haziug been professor of
history at the University of Oregon., ... This takes us beck to our esrly Lovhood, when on many
occasions we ran errands from the Sentinel office to the printshop of the Colunban press, Jocated
in an oflice-tuilding rasement nearby. Jt wes in chis way, at ages from £ to fl, that your editor
learned zbout preofreading, galleys, makeup, dvmmies, cuts, the use of a hlue pencil, and the
suave thumping of an L.C. Smith tvpewriter as compared with the pay, atonal, xylophone-like tune
of the ponderous old-style Rerington., In the printshop we used to watch the Linotype machine
and listen to its rhythmical chinkiang chatter which was accompanied by the simell of molten
type metal.: ...so, 1f our readers wondered how we got inoculated with printer's ink, that
was it. - Sometimes we were allowed to use- the proof press, with its big roller like a fat,
squat rolling pin. And then there was the tearing sound. of the tacky ink on the ink rollers.

- PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS
Among the material we have scheduled for our next issues are: An article on electric
shock; a discussion of the prekblems facing contemperary serions music and its composers; a
description of los Angeles and vicinity (we will try to get this in the next paper so that
those planming to attend the .A.P.A. convention this summer in los Angeles will come well-
informed); something about the piano and ocher keyhboard instruments; at least one paper with.
pages printed by the offset process, so that pictures can be included; and a list of wants and

unwants to serve as a Lasis for some swapping deals.:

s OUR FACE WAS RED,. BUT NOT POLITICALLY

A couple of months ago we ran across some recipes for homemade mimeograph ink. Being of .
an experimental turn of mind, and having had some experience in cookery, we decided to make _
some to see if the recipes were any good. We were not able to get a good enough grade. of lamp-
black to make a satisfactory lLlack ink, though we did find a good extender to make commercial
inks go farther. However, the red ink we made turned out ketter then any red mimen ink we have
used Lefcre, so the red printing in this issue was done with it. But the complications! Red
pigment got ull over the workiench and the workshop floor; it got on our hands, face, and arms; it
got outo our tocls and instruments; even the cats came out and got 1t all over themselves sev-
eral times. Now all we need to have happen 1s fer somebody to step carelessly and cverturn one
of the cans with i1t in., - | - :

" THE TIMELESS WEST” | ¥
The other Sunday, we were taken on an automobile ride by our friends, Ann Graham and Al
Kiddon. The destination was Knott's Bercy Farm, where they hud never been; kut they had heard
S0 very'muﬁhzsaig,ahnut'it. (We had teen there once kefore.) Lccated some 25 miles southeast
of 1 os Angeles, this berry farm is a “must' for tourists, as it includes, not cnly a store
for berry af nd pies, as one would naturally expect, tut alse restaurants, sonvenir shops,
and what is more unusual, |

a complete “Chost Town” At the present time, the Chost town comprises
two streets, and one can see that a third wil! lLe added—indeed, it will continue to grow year
after year. The buildings were moved to the present site from many of the old towns and mining
camps all over the Wesc, and most o! the structures have had exciting histories. There are
cencral stores, soloens (on!v soft drinks served nnw!),‘gLaLJus, cab1ps, a hopel,'und even a
building whose walls ave made from bottles, so that one oltains.a stained-glass-window effect
looking through them. There is aiso a juil. As yoa enter the Ghost Town, there 15 a repro-
duction of a pnld mine, complete with a length of tortucus tunnel. One of the buildings has
a room devoted to a very large collection nf music boxes: for example, there 1s a Lox that uses
disks three feet in diumeter, and its curved glass case stands about six feet high, Some of
the misic toxes include little drums ard/or bells. About the latest addition to the town 1s a
railroad station, to go with which a narcew-gauge railway was constructed, skirting the grounds,
and a train was krought from the Denver & Rio Crande to run on this track.  [n cne of the
buildings a notice is posted to the cffect that the Knotts have embarked on a more ambitious
enterprise, this being the restoraticn of the town of Calico, located way up in the mountains,
out in the real West,

waodt is almost appalling to think of how many storics, novels, plays, etc. have been written
about the “Wild West”—surely the fictienal population of the land of cewboys and Indians must
long ago have excceded the actual number of people who lived there in those celebrated times.
It also ought to he pointed out that the Pacific Coust—San Diego, los Angeles, San [rancisco,
Qakland, Portland, Seattle, and so on—is west of the ¥est of the “Westerns” and has a story of
its own to tell, somewhat different [rom thut represented (and misrepresented! ) in the many
“horse operas’.




