Dr, F, S, Rich, N, D,.,(Ahem!)
314-A Buccaneer Drive,

Corpus Christi, Texas
May 9, 1951

Dear Ivor,=-

Thank you fer your Interesting letter of the 1 st. The Tachlsto-
scope was written up in a several page artiecle in the Sat. Eve:
Post a few years azo, and undoubtedly has merit as a device for
class instruetion., Your sugpestion, however, for individusal
training, 1s much more practical. A drill for which I thou ght
you almost ready, 1s the 'eye-mind-coordination drill'. 1I% has
been my experience that eyes should first be brought to fusion
and focus at normal distances, before trying for speed, which,
of course, also indispensably necessary to normality, should
follow,

For this drill T wear a black glove, and use 2" dominoes which
are black with white spots. The pupil sits with eyes closed,

and at a distance at which the twenty-foot letters on a black
background can be seen falrly well. On command, the pupil takes
a gulck peek at a briefly displayed domino, immedlately closes
the eves, and waits for the snan-shot to develope in the dark-
room of the mind. We direct ovuplls to "Flash, Close, and Remem-
ber." Most pupils protest at once that they saw nothing, and
could not possibly identify the domino. But if they will comply
with instructions, keeping the eyes closed, and "Guess what the
domino might have been'", sometime between one and fourteen
seconds later they almost invariably - tho' reluctantly and
protestingly - 'guess rightly'! the identity of the domino.

The distance is progressively increased, and the time of exposure
decreased until with approach to normality the puplls will flash
them at nearly 200 ft. in the shortest time in which it is possi-
ble to open and close the eyes, and then immediately say the
number of spots on each end. It 1s interesting to observe how
frequently there are ounils who are certain that identification
1s ALL guesswork, and are skeptical about any visual improvement.
Yet they instantly demur when reqguested to try 'guessing'! them

at a little greater dlstance. They are usually the pupils who
are sure the teacher 1s wrong in not holding the chart still,
"--go they can see 1t."

This drill will do all that a Tachistoscope can, *except make the
usual psychological impression that technical apparatus effects.
It 1s unfortunate that hundreds of trainees were subjected to
the zeal and enthusliasm of the advocates of the Tachistoscope,
without previous néeded preparation. But we have come to feel
it futile to explain. Perhaps some dey we will be smart enough
to furnish explanation AND comprehension.

That Science Digest article - condensed from one in Today's
Woman - deals with Orthopties, which should never be confused
with the Bates Method. They are as far apart as the Poles =-=- -
and the Polynesians., MWMrs. Corbett wrote the Group at Baltimore,
and was informed that thelr report related to Orthoptics, and
they had made no investigation of Bates Method. As near as can
be learned, the only reason Orthoptics was not found to be a
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complete failure was because a little adulteration by Bates
practices was incorporated.

What you recite with resvect to having less trouble with ldentlfy-
ing faces than street signs is a unique situation. Ts almost
universally the reverse with myopes, Just another instance 1in
which vou are an individualist, but one of the lesser penalties
that an individualist must expect to suffer., Generally, to what-
ever extent we may presume to act or think differently from the
herd, to that extent we must be prepared for martyrdom. It 1is
ﬁratifying to your teacher that you can progress without personal
instruction, for ba#ksl*d*ng with dlscontinued lessons whlle on
the c¢limb to the top is the general rule.

Tt 1s good that you find Dianetics profitably available, Did
your friend who sought to dissuade you from exposing yourself to
1ts evil influences have any knowledge born of experience and
investigation? Or was he down on it because he was not 'up' on
it, as is so often the case? You grab onto anythling you find to
be good after duvue trial, but don't try to share it with those
whom ignorance or blgotry cause to recoll from it, Don't seek to
- justify your activitlies. With friends you need not, with enemles
you can not, snd with others it makes no never mind,

Tell Mother I say she 1s feeling well, and ask how she is looking,.
Also that T advise against her riding her bicycle on the sidewalk
or spraining her disposition by getting it caught in the front
gate., Would she be willing to sign the petition I propose to
circulate, calling for an open season for a week in October, on
trouble causing neighborsg

We are living in an apartment in a new housing project in the
best section of the city. No 'phone will be availasble for at
least five or six weeks, which is apt to provide more lelsure
than is absolutely essential, but may permit writing some of the
scores of letters owed, Wish I had some of your speed of compos-
ing and typing. A seml-annual Newsance would be a full-time job
for me,

This region was hard hit by drought and cold since we were here
before, but one hears little complaint or self pity.

I appreciate the motives which insnired your long letter, and
that you tiel furioze 'faras pensi'. With my present light
teaching program, I wish some of my free time could be devoted
to learning some Spanish and French from you.

e are enjoying sunshine and balmy breeses - and freedom from
SMOG! !

Cordially yours,

|




