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Dear Friend:

Fnclosed you will find the Marshall McLuhan
Dew-Line No. 5. Once again, it introduces an en-
tirely new format - not only for the Dew-Line it-
self, but for any publication we know.

What you receive in this issue of the Dew-
L.ine, is the following:

1. A straight linear presentation of Dr.
McLuhan's thesis on the growing importance of the
interval in our Western civilization. This first
Yreatment is almost exactly as it emerged from his
typewriter, without formal presentation, and on
+he number of pages that he desired.

You will notice that this presentation 1s col-
lated and numbered, but it is not bound. Instead,
it is joined by an ordinary paper clip. The rea-
son for this will be obvious 1n a moment.

2. In addition, we present, not one but two,
mosaic treatments of the same material:

The first is the accompanying chart -- which
shows this same essential content in a different
structural arrangement. We suggest that you place
this mosaic chart on a convenient wall, read the
linear presentation first, and then refer to it
several times for a day or two. What we believe
will emerge, more and more vividly as you come
back to it, is a deeper understanding -- not only
of the individual points contained in this material
-- but of their interrelations and shifting rela-
lations.

There is a second way to accomplish this mo-
saic format, however, and we also suggest you try
it. That is, to remove the paper clip from the
linear presentation (and perhaps clip off the
numbered references on the upper righthand corner).
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Then turn the pages of the linear presentation
over, shuffle them as you would a deck of cards,
and deal them out again face up. Then read them
once agailn in a linear fashion.

Since these pages do not have the strict
linear antecedents commonly associated with dis-
cursive writing, the new relations that emerge
from this chance re-formulation may be mecst amus-
ing, and most informative.

Though this shuffling procedure sounds ridi-
culcous at first, may I call your attention to the
fact that i1t parallels exactly the procedures used
in several diverse fields to force new insights,
and new effects, that would not be possible with-
out i1t. To give only a few examples: that used by
John Cage and Merce Cunningham in the composition
of some of their recent music and dance programs;
that used by physicists and strategists working on
game-theory problems, in order to gain random se-
lection and avold unconscious perceptual bias;
that used by surrealist poets of both the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries; that used by some
of the new concrete poets of our own day; and so
forth.

We hope, therefore, you enjoy this attempt
to give you -- not only the content of Dr. McLuhan's

evolving thought -- but the very structure from
which 1t ensues.

We would, as always, welcome your comments.
Sincerely,

27§ .

Eugene M. Schwartz
President
luman Development Corporation
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