Tuseday 22 Bepntember 19R1
Jonathin Glasier 3932 Alumeds Pluce San Diego CA 92103

Greetings Bekjesi ik

Xore scribbles from Chalmers and he compluing of some diffi- |
culty that mukes it hard for hin toc ran a typewriter., The words describe
ing this malady qr are ef course totally illegible. So do we believe
him or is this wanother heopeless cryptogram?

3 Ho sayo that Yasgor flad the U33R y way af China way btack
in the old days and so» that "jould explain why there ware ne accounts of
hinm or his thioeries ia ine Saviet pibliciativas. ¥

But look how much ef Chalmers' studying and ariting anc re~-
Search is geing to te lest to the world because nobedy is going to
be wble ta recad it. Ceaviser cussed aim out for this wnd Culled aim
"stupid®., So we have & nics little feud going.

Ann?uncement'ef‘the geccnd issue of Acoustics published in

Grazss Viller 04 v cever LMay io.  daven't Lho Sligutast ideu. Jut
it is & cusseite-magazing andi very exzpensiva.

Here is un addrese fur ycut Bruce Campboll, 212 Purk st,
Yorgintown 'V 20505, Hey 1: the - pae uho Cutled me Trom Yoo
Virginia University about casseties, and 80 you can write him about

Interv.l. )

NC noLtaing $n it ecitacr,.

ag s Detober JINE Suet
aow how $0 jogg ithem @ithout
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We may have to give ap on it. I dsn
PoRINZ 00 WMy waves.
i
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Up Lo the Liundromat =€ back for 2 miles tut.l wilking, se
another set of leg-cramps daspite the warm nizht. A hzavy pair ef panth
E«ve outl becouse of the laundéry mechine wnd ripped Llli Las wey down one
side and acrose the middle toee. So I gzuass I auvs mzoare sddw~gnarad
¢leoths tc ume -- conlan's Lonwt 14 If 14 gers meadoa.

_ Ansther pontcurd Prom Reed wlout & 2-weelk veceticn or sottse
‘thing, delaying the editing of the article of course, but ha suva te
Fe.&hesd with the Reparants varszian of tias srtiele &long with the English
~one. 56 abcut a week frem new there will we a toerrible hattle with

the Varityper trvine ts pet it ta mrite three sages in Eoaugr.onto since

it has the diwcritical msrie neeced. Tha Selectric ef S2Ursd is New a
total disugier ond won't go at all snd T deon'l knew nhatasr 1 Csll & VEr
‘afford to got 1t fixed and dure not teir it apurt to see waethcr the
Jamming ceuld ke relsascd., And it's symbolessteLill docs nob 2.ve & -
short-mark er breve, but twe of tn= Viritvoer type«Tonts ds have this

. sirp, AL-17 loast thr Yarityper's mechaaism is 411 oven «ad out

where it cun bs seen, eaven thcugh it containe a hundred leese scraws and
2ate @and afvar 35 yaurs of axisteacs is winost doade I wal alwauyu able
te see clearly whatever went vrang and te access it with exdinary tesls,
the IBY affiirs havo proprietary guar.s which cunaot Lie oper-~had ea with
ntandard tesls. - -

Just put on @ new ribben en this thing and of ceurse "they S
stepped makiag the Apacial Aneisont D1d Pughisned Remington Spocls & ‘
long time ugo--15 or 20 yaars aga in'fuct. I had to tuke & Reyal
ribben wnd re-wind it into this ~acjiine znd then dotieh the othey
end and get it onto the enpemite sposnl. Dut this thing hasn't had te
hauve a single adjustment or rygair i1 ths 20 years I have had it.

-

L



-

JG Pe2 T | - Tue 22 Sept 81 @

I got it on a swap deal from Tulbot Winchell of the Generul Semuntie
group, and some friend ef his was a typewriter repairman buck in the
50's and part of the 60's, and évernauled it, so no mechanical problems

@t all since then. Just old age.

The Varityper was a lemen frem Day One, and acted up se
terribly that they came cut and made &« neuse~c«ll free and repleced
twe broken defective parts -- apparently damaged in trunsit -wgnd
then it worked fer a few months «nd went back tu being the worst lemen
of all the things I ever ewned in my entire lifeespan. I oould fix
it but spent as much time Tepalring ag writing en it. Otherwise I P
would have been fleeding you with letters written in teeny weeny six-point
and four kinds of italics and sc ferth for variety.

Un tne otier hand, if it worked as wellius tals ene daés;
yeu weould have had te rewd everything with a magnifying slass.

This is 10 characters te the inch herizentully und six verti-
Cully, making 6C chardctars P8I 3yuare inca, wherseus the small typ2 oea
the Varityper is 18 characters horizentally and 9 vertically Ziving 144
Charsciers par squers inch. Saves paper bul people syquuwked sonething
awful about the tiny type. |

The spacing en the Selaectric is identical te this spacing.

There is a good argument for having a tyvewritsr with special
large type, 50 that a1l tha gufl writton on it can be reduced about 30%.
Then all the pages ef a nevesletter eor magazine will loek naa}er.

In the "eld" days tefere tupe machrines I wus ferever dreaming
about speciul lurge music Paper and writing «ll my scores «nd purts.
1% times life-size and having them reduced se ny nand lettering and
music menuscript would look moura printed,

. But photecopying in tac 408 ani 305 wag sxtruvaganily exzene
sive s8¢ 1 never could afferd it. Hew the Xerox and its cempetitore have
changed everything .

-«

L]
Since 1 a«ave not yet sent cassettss te Thomas Reed I cunnot
make him understand hew the 1l%-tene scule er the 22 functicvns--hew the
difference betwsen C zharp and T flat in theze gilesg dees matter and
it is ne lencver « mere guertion ef subsvaricties or distinctions withcut
@ difference. 1 don't think he understends hav Pythagerean «nc Meantene
despite their very different weods «nt intervalesi:es, are both perfectly
suited to the present musicul not«tian exactly ws it.is,

Rew ii's anethLer Coweek wait, Before he gete buck te nie
office. PFrobubly a werkuticn tuning lets of planes in the Uzarks ey
the plains cof Nelracka or tine emall towns of Iows or wh.tover.

| ¢hii Ao Sherrman, ihe Codnan-revivalict, phoned me very lete
last night «nd I was just gregey s¢ he dié nearly all eof the talking.
1982 is tle ceutennial of Cocrun's tirth ené so G & fairly yveung fellew
in Leng Beuch semeplace who runs a recording facility wants te get out
an anniverswry Catman album ané new has to vrite the blurbt far'the °
recerd-jacket wund 1% stuck--~ccesn't knew what te write, se they had
@ nice litile quuricl yesterday afterncen (ever the erene T eggpqsa)

&
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ge in effect he was trying te establish that there are three sides te
every questien and inviting me te be the ether corner ef the triangle
er sumpm. What de ycu say en a recerd-jacket abeut a cempeser whe was
very famous in 1926 and in the 16408 was known enly fer his befere=1940
compesitions theugh he continued writing, and went en teur eften, and
then within weeks ef his death at age 64 in December 1946, suffered
tetal eclipse and has net been written abeut er heard eof since?

Sherman hag thig line of argument that all his contemporaries
were hitterly Jealcus cf him and glundered him imnediately after his
death 80 thxt nobcdy would give any posthumous publicity, 8o he has
teken on himeelf the duty cf keeping the memery alive, which of course
ig ncpeless and soc he gets deeper and deeper into eomplaining about it,
Chermen does not play any instrument eo that makes the task all the
impossibler «s it if weren't h«rd enough. He won't admit the possibility
whieh of course I dare not mention to him, that Cadman gimpiy outlived
his success. 1910-1928 or 3auch a matter was Cadman's pe«k of popularity
and 211 the songs and other pieces he had had published were exactly
what people wunted «t that time. But atohality entered the scene in
the late 30'e «nd so after WW 7I and his demise, the Wagnerian-Komantic
style and tae bwllads sung at the piano in the livingroom were 0o longer
in vogue, v of course now averythine is rock in the R, «l World and
jazz is respactahle now and l2-tone Serialism in the ivosy towers of

Acaedemia,

Cudman A1id not want me to do anvthing with either glartertones
or just intcnation, and you k1cw the ironical twistee-that is exactily
what got me f1to OMNI and if I had written his kind of stuff I wculd
have no listensrs at all. There is nothing disgraceful about succueediag
early in cne'e life ard them living on one's previosus corvoeitions and
then conditicns beyond his control caueseing a deciins 1in interest in
his thinrce after his dezth, Probably much ketier than being like Bach
or Mozart nuving to wait & century betcre tecoming idealized and idolized
and wershipped. ' Shermezn =scelds Cadman for not having compesed second
and third syrphonies at ares such ss 635 or 64, tut he was very ilil and

gsc I can underctand, -

1 havs nowr resched the a~e 3%t whieh hs died sc I gnecs 1
am more durable. I don't know whether he himsell was epileptic tut
his cigter wee wné there w=a a constant strugple keeping her alive.
Any money he may have made sure dicrn't make him happy. Hnd he cculan't
tuge it with him. "

M.ivbe voun wonder why I wrote about this at all. Cne reascn
{18 that sometime it might ®e worth deliv trying to fiad cut whwt records
there were of his activities in San Viezo and Lu Mesa where he lived
for & whils. Or whether I might gein & friend in tac oan Disgo area
if someone hsad ¥nown him then anc {sn't too o0ld now. The other reason
is that Cadrmen's staving within the beunds of tne l2etone gysven wnd
the piano and conventicn:zl instrumenie and the “gafe®™ harmcnies and
prooedures of thoe Rormuntie Perind (Wagner wus his idol/iceal) Gid not
guarantee hias lusting success and mosthumaas fame. The stundard rules
for being a Gre=t Cormcser did not work as advertisced, despile vuae
way he gpent a1 lot of tiwe and money and effort and ruined his heslth
going on all the promotional concert tours, and 80 anybody who scoids
and attacks me for not having been a stundard garden variety ccnventional

musician is out 1 of line,

The mors 1 discuss non-12 and Partch with people, the clearer
it becomes that there was sormathing quite valid about Partch “eeing
seduced into carpentry” and eventually writing his bogx and glviag
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detailed instructions how to build certain of his instruments «nd now in

the previously unpubliehed things ycu have kbeen running serially-in
Interval, how tc care for and maintain those instruments.

Partch thus tapped in on a Source of ERERGY that other com-
posers never thought of: the vitality, nurtured and kept going and
progressing by the Reul World Outside Music, of the Handicrafters,
the rfome Workshoe Prople, and the Do-It-Yourself Movement, then in
its infancy. He was much too 2arly, porn about 50 years too soon
to gat the full advantage of this. But i{ was a very wise thing to do,
since that movement has grown and grown, till now it is a hig thing.

People can't afford the carpenter and the plumber and the ,
electrician and the architact and the gardner and landscauver und ;
Cubinetmaker and such anymcre, so they huve tc bBecume craftspersons
themselvas., Why, they even have to Vecome their owg nurses and doctors,
He concentrated, almost without planning cr thinking, on instruments
that people could make at home, and didn't need a huge factery with
erecial heavy machinery. Hz didn't carry this tning through to its
logical implications, but we CAN!

1 have. Find more instruments that cun be made at home. I
did. You have soms of tham. You have puailt otasr designes of your own.

Now, I went one iuportant step hevond Purtch and this is adding electronic

devices, such xs instruments aad amzlificre zul ZowlBuCuker cabinete
and pickups, to the acouptic instruments Partch*wna making «nd getting

others to make.

The experimwental i.nd thtt-ghrﬁc ceripogers of tocay, such
«8 the # LM aftfaire, have nct yet realized this idea. So in that
way 1if no other wayv, I ar cre jury ahzed of them. Lat us tup the
emotion and energy of the home-crwft ¥ovement, wihich is fecd by millions
of pecple ncw and 81 throee forced tc Lecore ﬂe-ﬁb-Yourself-era, and
persuade a few of them to j2in ug and meke musical instrurnents and
the electronic devices that alpro (roduce muzic cr wmplify it, and tuke
advantage of that whole movement and its force «n¢ drive .and power and
vitality which are juvst at-ui at their “euith right ncew. There cculdn't
be a better time than Now-eit wase toa goon tefore and will te toc late
after while. Thwt 18, it will be tog, late «fter tiase Po-lt-Youreelf
and the Work-ht-ﬂhme-To-Save-Cammutlng-To-Fhotcriea-and Offices -

movemanta have ¥aturad.

The socslled svavt-z rde and the jerialiats and the peuple
- who say tney ars contemperary composere and thoee in the feativals and
who have Been in the Haﬂfe for the lumst fow yowurs, usuully take'existing

instruments feor grented and do nothing crestive about designing new
instrumenta. Thev hny ecnething of f the shelilf, whether it’'s & Homantic

.. Period Piano, cor a 1981 Mcdel Syntheasizer. Carrilio may heve had new

'Bcalea, 3ut they are embalmed in thoeee 15 viance--wmetawncrpnosed it is
true, by bBut as the nurker cf nctecs per octave iancreases, the timbre -
gets worse and woree snd the ccorpuss shrinks to just UNE cetave.

I don't have mueh ensrzy % my idvertced age and it will
get leses and less as 1 go tc Bs 70 and maybe over., But we can tap
the energy of the home-crefterenr snd they don't have to ke suparcreative
~either ¢ since we can make the designs for them to copys I alraw«dy did,
Add the energy of the homeezrownezlectroniceshops tc this «nd you have.
~ available power. Cconstrast this with a sociaty of musicearrangers who
work in silence with were syriolg--ceodeg--und thet for obaclete inscru-

ments only. faoctory-made hgmgeuple who don't care. Celebrate Partch as
composgsr & Inatrument DESIG ratnar than for his bdthegrude arithmetic.

Youre .



