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Jonathan Glusier 3932 Alameda Fluce San Diego Ca 52103

' _Greet1nga--;

- Up «t the market yesterday some strahge boners on the
bulletin voard--poster anncunced a Benefit Square Dance, in 4 rounds,

" Then un elderly redio anncuncer/commentator the aﬁhsr day
said "Half of each marriage in Califcrnia ends 1n divorce®.

. Then first thing this morning the news broadecast carried
‘sorething atout Creative Finaneing. ¥rom the description I cun't
figure cut Jush what ia crazded, |

I told ycu a ccunle of months azo sbout the asroxing places .
all going to BzZ--well the ncet distant one for me ie back cown o 12
while a Lrendenew place opening up near the atockbrokers and jewelry
atores is 62, The PIP store near here had e eign, only receantly -
taken cown (they always charged €7 €0 1 never went there ut all) saying
¥e do not guarsntes sur X2vox mschine, only the offset prinking. '

Ancthier place nezy the library wrich recently started copying,
primarily o typewriter elsp, does suarantee-~they will immediately ¢o
over anytiing that goes oven glightly wreng. Perheps it has scmetuing
tuk&o wlth Lhe different exrensex for running the verious macuiiles oI
& £€B., 5 |

Cince you ure runuing & magerzine, there 1s & situation usually
eulled “style” that concerns ust varicug bocks on publishing amd writing
and grarmar and editing getl very authoritarian at times. The silliest
rule is that rest newspapere end meguzines wiil forbid beginning a
sentence with nuneruls. They deewn dermend that ail numters be spelt cutl
in words if they Lauppen to come a?t the beginning. In newvgpacers this
reguits in a curical situst {2n where nurders muetl hepgin a headline 10
suve space and then the first sentence fnt he article telow spells it
out and wasi:gé all tha ¢ pade thnt has taen fained. I think 1t aas
sometiiing tc do with the idea that there are no capital numoers.

Anyvay it is ncnsense aind a dzmned nuissance at times. Of coursse one
cun rewrite @ sentence Lo get »id of the initial numerwls &od pc pul
them elsewhere. But Idam forced at the present time to deal with lots
of numbers aud it is annoying to readers to have tc make a compariscn
betwean two numbvers, ons ¢f which is ppelt out and the oiner in figurcge
17 is less aurmonious than 19, as agalnst
 Seventeen is less adarmounious than 19. o |
Iook for yourseif at the extra 3pace cananmed, If I took the gilly rule
very seriocusly, 1 would nave to spell cut my phone nurher in &la
letterheads and curds and spell ont m™my house nurber in all snvelopes
gince it begine the addrees, Wouldn't it look sillys

Three nundéred fortyenine and a half west California Aveuue?y

fwo hundred thirteen, 84Ee8477 % (It begins & line)

When this rule is applied unthiukingly 1o rathematical toxis
it can really garble thinze up becuuse it gets the letters cf the spelle
out numbers mixed up with algebra jetters--the Transle problem segravate

I have seen this happen. There is another gsuch rule that {e
strictly followed by many publishers tn the US but moet Europesns do
not: Spell out all numbers less than 100. ©Oxr less than 20.
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The poor beobe cun't ever agree on what number is the cutoff point.
But it results in atroeciocusly confusing comparisons such as seven and 17
or eight and 81 or ninety-five and 310 whieh slowse down the reading,

Scme of these people would epell out every nurber in a fretting
table 1f taey dared. -

Yhat will happenu to you is that no two typesetting firms or
word-processing outfite or secretaries or compositors or publishing
companies & or printe-sheops will agree on the exgeptions to the firat
rule nor the cutoff pcint for the second rule, nor what te do about

decimals and common fractions.

i recently changed one of my practices lGecause of the ¥etrie
Conversicn snd SI new rules. In nurbsrs with more than four digits,
the American praclice uzs been to put cammas, 80 that really large -
nuwbers like 10,000,000 can te peppercd with tuem. It so happens that
oomnaus wre decimal points in mest countries sxcept the Fritisn impire.
¥rance, Garmsny, Spzin, Joutn finerica for taes moot part, «ll or
Burope g0 fur ws I c¢on fine oute Tuat is, 3,087 in & Luropean veck
OF NEwWR[&pldl Ol Jefusliicd Meallk CUr Je937 ana a9 Britisn often write
it 5+587 with the raised dot. At least tney ¢id $iil thais nsw mwetic
metlric affair starteds The new praciice whick is suppoeed to be ail
countrice, is to leave a epace wh. re tie Comwa uszd Lo ber 3 G417
10 000 Cue Li wctual prioting with differcntewidtar cawrwcters,
this space i aarrcw. Sz wide a3 the cowsa's zpace or maybe just
& shade wider 1ike tas Ll:lters ¢ ila 3cue btypefaced of regUlal oriate

Tae metric ccavaralca rales do 200 esX wnesicans Lo wiandon
their period for « decimal puilnte-tuwl way rotwin--but wereiy to romove
&ll comras. I wr sure lots of peopic Will pud couiar 1ai0 LY QuLCers
in the future, and resent anytning huving to do wiidth SI or wny
changes tawl suwck ¢l Buropcwl pracbices. 2248 spuce business would
be univercel il this new rule ip followzd, in &ll couuntries.

. What nuges it dixoortunt is that ws we go intuv the electironice
8nd coLipuicx age vwe stari dewling with very leuvge sn¢ very snal. nunbers,
It surcly wouid help if & long series of decinuls eould e spaced in
groupe ol three, vhich Americun printere forlLid,. ‘

: in sore matn tubles, groups of five wre usede--this has been
for a long tine, ; B F

+ wlmest lomd cne Ffellow abiut three yeals wpRG, @ friend of
Clyde Cersonu who cces office typing, wostly i iuwyers' ottices in
Vestl 4L h--ehe r:fused to believe me when I saic that tne rnumver
. 1 000 C00 000 4& called & nilliard 4{u Briteaine--he denied tnere w«s suci
-~ mul & wvord. I con't think ne ever f{orguve me for ruining his igROrance.
Is tonetl whuat tney wmcen bty lgnerazce is vlies j

1 alag fillov the Fritlen and burepean praciica about juotas,
This gets me in & peck of trourle with anyccdy wac follows Augrican
printing rules. Tut logic i3 cn wy 2ide, uot theirs. ”

_ Tazt ig the beatuty cof selfepultlishirg wid geelfi-tyresotting,
I don't huve tc knuckle under to authoritarian Mickey-Mousze rul:e. x*
But wany people who ave suppoucsd to Be cull=ge viucabid, Know avtaing
abcutl tue universal puncluatica rules and nuaeral custous of otuer
lansusges wround tae globe. Hot evea about the Erxitica, il
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"Btyle" often refers to consistensy within one item, such
ag an artical « article, a magazine, or a book. That is, not changing
the rules in the middle of this lietter, not chunging them in any one
magazine article, or in « formal journal, they would not te changed
in the entire 300 pages. In Interval ycu probatly would not have $o
keep it ubsolutely the same through all different authors of different
articles, Ycu dcon't have to keep the same rulse for every issue, but
- within one issue you would ang actually havs normalized various things
Bc that the iszue isu't a patchwork quilte Xennurionikon was otten
& patchwerk, singce pages were printed in different parits of the eountry.

Eut I see no reason why 1 have to toady to the University of
Chicago when I never went theors and never wiil tewch there and don't
write for ta#ir Journuls at all. tr to tue U. U. Govrormuent Frinting
Office when pructically nothing of & mine wiill ever appear in theiy
puktlicaticns .
. <
fules of grawar slowly cnenge. “They® tor he or she is
becoming more acceptablee-piy father usec to scold me every time but
that wds the year LiJ26 «ng & 10t of time has passed since then.

I woulan't dere correet scmebody wno wanted me to Tell 1t
LIak it is, svon tavupn 2y orace-scnool beooks fusned ana drilled us
on lise & not being & conjuncticse. 1 guese it is nowe ine rule num
been buried witn tane people who dled before 15401

- womebody tolu we, Lack in 1547, tauat bLein votally congistant
meant one Was alreauy dead. G0 stvle must be flexirle if it ie tec bae
alive at all.

Il @ trying to reassure you becuause Chaimers has bean.raising
Quite « uvother aboul interval und 80 iong a8 his writing is so terrible
and anbiguous, he roréeits nis rimgat to criticize v ov ycu or ANYLOGY
elsc. el i put bie own hcuwe in order first ! il Buzsg simball and
Mrs. #orciaca uav wiement ierpsire Cmn write legibly, he aould if ne
wanted o «nd OLViouslLyY Ne takeB retuge in being ambiguous.

oW Tecced to various expediente since Lbg GeiECiric guite
and I auve oo plus 0r €gued BIigil Or cexi~il 0ther THings, 1 may hove
to répeir Lhe Varityper and vee theat if 1 can't afford tie eiormous .
expenge of tixing the weiectrie. It locke wuech more zevious now that
I huve re-examined it w twice. &ven if 1 canm get it lixed, 1 muy Le
two months cx rore witnout ite 7This causes apparent changes in my -
tyring giyiee ihiese actualily are circuwstances beyond my controlie -

But sons peopis wiil secld me.

Aiciner 12al nuisanc® in tae hands of egotistical wsstis iwm
the nany opticnal speliings, BUCH &% PrOLTALL N LY OCE AL BL CZal LOLY
&né 80 on, 8sveclially for rare words. Bilig wue & phoneticiuwnm aud "
translator and had tas right to svell sshisna but everyuody eluc corructs
him pesthuncusly as tnourh he hadn't known exwctly what he wag doang ana
why. Somebody locks in &« schcoolbook and tninks that God Hdiwsell wriie
§8. I reaily setest those peovie '

Ap the waeky aad montns go hy, 4 get iudo more LHud oLfe CQu-
Plicated isgal situations., WMid I or aid 4+ nub creuwls veealin wneu‘l Ny
built dozens of instrumsnts und nodified others? i What vercent do 1 =~
own of the Befouot Mepaiyra? Or it isg tecanically wil Glen's? 4dct that
he would make any trouble, but the vurious govesansntis mighte .« Jew
" objecis aromw here are beginning to yppr&ciata--i.E._negume nyi£ct1bleﬂn
It 1 get gk

invelved with reogle and eynthesizern s — o o
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