Tuesday 1 September 19581
Jonathan Glasier 3932 Alameda Place San Diego CA 92103

Greetings-———-~ *

Sawing the quartertone slots in the hollow-body Teisco affair that
I got cheap some time ago because I had to repair all the wiring.

Synex's loss could be our gain to some extent: we can advocate in
INTERVAL that new synthesizers be capable of non-12, I might be able
to get other people to write for Interval in those terms, later on.
Evidently the clerical work involved in mailing out Synex and finding
enough exiting things to write about in that limited fe field was too
much eventually--they just got tired of grinding out the magazine. "
Which shoews that you are more durable! .

L 4

I was taken Sunday to the big keyboard section of Guitar Center
ib on Sunset Blvd., as I said before, and we did question the fellow
a-little be bit about non—la capabilities~~-some of the synthesizers
still ha ve them,

So I hope somebody or other will take me around to more places.
Then I can stay current., I am in an awkward positiom now imn that I
have no way of finding out what is latest in the very fields in which
I want to be comsultant and put in my 2¢ wortih. Too many people
promising me access to synthesizers and then never fulfilling those
promises. If I could be taken that Sundav then I shouldn't have to
be all alone here every Sunday. Or Saturday as the case may be.

In the last issue of Synex was a report from somebody who had been
to a musical instrument dealers' exhibit and they thought it was all
cut and dried, no innovations. Now if I am to do something about it,

I have to do it NOW. All I really have to do, if nobody is willing
to get me involved with some synthesizer maker in lLos Angeles County,
is to build up one instrument of each kind, as indeed, I already have
done----thedremin, keyboard oboe, organ-~and get it heard. My product
as composer is the sounds, not the instruments, so I never have to
mass produce instruments now that I can record them,

Too manyv people gquestion me'as to what this or that instrument
is worth, ignoring that while the Megalyra might get into limited
" production some day, the idea right now is just to rent out those
which already exist. I am selling that big SOUND, not the hunk of
wood, at the moment. As for other things like the clavichord and
the keyboard oboe and kevhoard drum etec, it is the compositions and
improvisations I can record on them, andc possibley letting other
people record on them, that is the primiary aim, not any foolhardy
nonsense about getting some manufacturer to produce them by the hundreds
next wfek. - And yet nobody will ever say that I am realistic~---they
want to make out 1f I am some Lind of starry-eyed dreamer up in the
clouds someplace.

Goshl September has come! Don't kaow how much I can get down
done before the rains. At the moment, waiting to see if there is any
mail. Announcement came ahout the Fsperanto Picnic---used to be held
annually in Echo Park which I eould reach, but now for several years
it has been in San Clemente so that the Qan Diego Esperanto Club could
join the L A one in the same picnic--only now it's a very exnensive
affair with a long program..
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I wish I knew what lessons we could learn from that sort of thing-~1 mean

the Esperanto movement or the international 1 ;
Th?ﬂ is another golden annivergary—--& gavge iﬁg&%gﬁsgg}ggggt,gg §ﬁ“§£%%@.

In 211 that time it doesn't seem to have progressed much or increased in
number of speakers, but on the other hand, it has not died and is at least
in as good health as it was back in 1531. Could be that W W II killing off
the idea of international languages for world peape had something to do
with it, but on the other hand, Esperanto survived World War I also and
bounced back both times. Basic English was very strong in the 1940's
and many people gave up then, but Esperanto bounced back and Basic English
is now a sort of curiosity. UNESCO has given Esperanto 2 gsort of tolken
recognition. I found the Los Angeles Esperanto Club-~-I know nothing
about the San Diego one except that it does exist--very stuffy and
interested only in holding its own, as a ''selfish in-group" and not really
caring whether the world at learge uses Isperanto or not so long as they
dor't kill it off completely. That is, the diseasg of all organizations:
h

they forget their proper purpose and thirk only of eir own survival and
collecting dues, v .

I am thinking here of innovative movements in general--in our case,’
non-12--the task of recruiting. DNot just performers or instrument-nakers,
but composers and listeners and to a small extert arrangers.

My father used Esperanto as another thing to taunt and provoke and
ridicule me--~I must be some kind of idiot 1if I took up anytbing like that,
when the only real languages were French or Latin or Cerman or English,

My mother thought Esperanto was socially disastrous--what would pecple
think if T spoke an artificial language instead of something prestigious
l1ike French? Now doesn't the above snobbery sound familiar to veou? Can't
you hear the 1%-tone Academics and the music teachers and the piano nanu-
facturers saying similar things in the same sneering tone? ”

So 1 am trving every aporoach under the sun to sneak pon-12 1in:
vhatever I can dream up as ancther way for snother kind of person to
take up non-12 if the standard approaches, auartertones, Partchianism,
just-intonationism, 19-31, etc. don't work. My latest, of course, 1is
pushbutton vhones, ' - |
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. 1urnine joh--only this time it was juet =n Autoharnp. Cune string

had cone verv loose right in the middle of the instrumert, Ioesn't geomn
to be a loo=e pin. Maybe the kids were nlaying with tie turinp-iey?

Dammer loose on the I-flat chord so it had an A-natural in 1t.
Verv close to the limited series of keys ir =a traditioral meantone scteme.
Mueh more substantial dampers thar that Cvthabarn trirg, and much rwore
cepecicus soundbox for its size. A nvmwher 6% bass noles are missing.
But.vou probably are familiar witk the schere, '

Most of the slots are now sawed 1rto the now-quartertone guitar,
Another of those inlay nroblews where some of the new sliots zo throusb
a partial inlay which may creatl problems holiding down the new frets.
Only one old fret worn enough to force replacementt of I1t. |

The survevors came back yvesterday and put 2 benchwerk out in front
of this pnlace with big fluorescent pink Ilettering on 1{===g0 "that s more
like citv survevors than private firms, i would think, Nohady seems to
know as vet. Paild the rent and I doa't they ‘

i .'
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Paid the rent and I don't think they have bothered Mrs. Hilsop vet,
Forgot the wall calerdar--have toc turn over 2 new leaf.

Tell at least I learned Sunday what would happen if you took all
the wind instruments and all the strings away from an orchestra and
trinled the nurber of rercussion instruments-—--.-extreme restlessress.
ard all the performers t{iggling thelr feaet for twn hours. And the +
removal nf 211 bresthinos- and hence phrase-constrai B, S0 that 1t %s

: ; .

became mechanicallv relentless with no nauses. £ o e

W

Chris Banta is so enthusiastic about tha+ conductor. Well, it
somebody conld maks him ta¥e uo the troumhone or -tuba or vnerhans the

baritore sax, he might learn to nhrase vwhern he ran out of Lreath, .

feading through the drwn and merimba cataloge--Dofkgan merged vith v
Slingerland Drum 705, sO0 they are one pih:percuagion cutPit, Druwsheads e
all olzastic row. Many narimbas are'sompa&iad of plastic bars. ﬂiﬁﬁ%

| % PN o e

YMow how do I jret the idea throuph o Petg-Ronds thot loudencakers .-

APE drwms? Meb Meisbrazophones 1f you want . to whe Curt Sachs's ugly
set of terms. The iroanic thing here is tﬁ% moat Jdrum-like instrument
in my cclla2ction is the one that "doesn’'t Bave a membraic sugh as a -
banjo head or loudspeaker eore. . < “ % ”_Ug%%%gu : : fﬁ? i ’
& om ' R I o S
S0 & large pumber ©of amplified instruments are in effect, Driven
Drums. TForcec vibrations of the speaker cones which ae I said above

"

have nost of the prorerties of arumhsads, except they are not tenﬂeiﬁ}JA
lone tweeters ray he tensed or instesd may e exgra st1lfl, | o T

Yy i 25
Will this fact--this 18 not & déresr or JEBATARY OF guess hut ¥ ¥

1 Tact vou sce Tor veurself looting at s leudepenker Los--clange the
3117 bal heoeklesy attitude that electronic instrumertis ars in eonmo

way unnatural cr sinful or wicked or evile or criminial?®’ dl'n getting
e

“ty veers to pet somnevhere with slectronic instruments and train

12 a2l ny Ji%e¢ ard “hen-e bunch of car cormpard comparatively youvng
pecple lile sorne of the atudenta at 'CS or nthe}?nollareg SOOLE e
Yor not keuping strictly +to seoustilce instrursats snd then 1hi=s
ricgdiculous wrenoesal far a pon-ammlifiad Meralvra comes un as if I hazsn
“newn about biss instrunents sivee I was a 1ittle b 0oy apd headn't [een
16~-foot epen orpgan vives of wood when I was 8 vears old and read 1l
avout pine organs snd been throueh orean factories aad had i~ nmade
verfactly clear thst ar acqcustic instrurart in the conirs actave
must te of tremeudeouvs gire srd cost? Ard welght-.—-von shoald hawvae
ceen that enorrous movire-ven the nercussior giroun had to have fo +take
them Yack to liontobello Digk School. And they cidn't have +o pove the
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v
cired of those epithets. I'm petting very voerv. annoyed that T wait
..F

nlanc nor manv of the otlier nrons. fnd thew dlhdp't havo a bess
rarimb a, only teoners, which is why Bants was there “rvirg to sell
them 3 hass, Put s%tiil it was heavy unwieldy stulf, 3 -

Instead of
frouw destirvctlics in the Clendaly City Dump or being left hiehind whep

I move, or having to be put in dead silent so agorage some dzv, someone

older than I send me¢ his paternt speéifieation for tle dust Intonation
organ ana the sccurate 18%-*one o m thousandith of a cent ir order to

nrotect fis docuaments from Zestruction Lwv havire thorm soLey-here else,
Thaat is my prehlem has 1ust heen turned upatde down--J an expected o
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anrone solving my prohler of how to protect mv ecoliection

he somebhody ELOE's Archives! And after all these rionths of corrognondenc

with Conviser, _I still kave no chance of @ver secing his organ.
"% . : . ‘%i;“; : ’ﬁ{?: 4 .
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