Tuesday 26 october 1993
John Chalmers Houston TX 77099
Happy Pumpkins!

The main problem these days is where to put anything. Took more than a week
to straighten out the desk, for example.
~The filing drawers are jam full.

Lo new xeroxes that Brian has sent me are in trays, that is to say,
they cut the bottoms off hoxes of beer cans and that leaves shallow cardboard

FERSSoAVS AR ARE £27:34YI0TaBRR°ERd Roon BRES BEF1704 GEER. Ehe Plece.
Some things that have been sent me have 3 hole punch, so T do heve a few looseleaf
binders.

 Don't know whether 1 ever told you about the oddest looseleaf binder in my
c:ollection: this turned up near the cottage in Glemdale in the front yard--— — —
rul&s.and_regulatians_for_wguld;bg_jani;qrg_in_ﬁorQQn_churches (oodles of Mormons

in Clendale; not quite that many here). | Sy
13 Haven't seen that binder since ] moved here. )
T wonder: you have to have instructions how to use 5 broom?

That could be because Glendale was the most strictly white city that L ever
lived in, whereas this neighborhood is one of the most integrated I have ever

lived in--Vietnamese, Thai, Chinese, Mexicans, you name it we 80 ) % et i
That would explain why no pairs of Mormon missionaries patrol Polk Ave., but
California Ave. in Glendale they OUINUMBERED the Jehovah's Witnesses. /

Apparently there are Mormon districts—of San Diego=-not sure. e
~ Much more now than I will need a year hence to do the Carrille article.
Carrillo's booklet on the phaysical laws -- &g he titles the Nodeand—————
the Harporiic series. - -~ o ¢ -

Rather strange in a way, since most advocates of smaller intervals are always
~appealing to the hsrmonic series and he isn't.

-

—re

Just take One-Sixth and chop that up into finer and finer Mincemeat and pre-
serve the junruffled Sanctity of the tempered Whole-Steps—
Now this takes me way back to Portland 1928.

Lady by the name of Justine Gilbert who taught piano in Portland and lived —
— in a cottace about a mile up one of the hills just south of the main part of the
city--T don't remember the name of the road but think it was Barbour Blvd. 5
It ?6ﬂ‘kept—Un—themroad—it—m%ght~take—yeu—te~eervallisTﬂcamemtﬂ“think_aﬁ_it. |
~ Anyway my father met her because here father was an architect or sometthing
downtown and she had & bocklet on HARMONY published at the basement printshop——
_that did the weekly Catholic Sentinel end my father wrote editorials for that.

The pamphlet or booklet had ratios for a 17-tone scale of some kind and of
course tdhe usual ratios that are used to justify_tbﬁlz-mﬂﬂ__piaﬁﬁ-___ - TR e
T was taken uphill to her studio a couple of times (we were living downtown
“¥or b couple of yesrs, 192829y —— o
~ Justine Gilbert was, trying to prove UNDERTONES. Actually, difference
tones were meant, but T won't squawk. 'Proving” by whacking this or that
__interval while holding down the key for the ''undertone’ so that string would
vibrate sympathetically. | ek
—OK a faint sound was hesrd in the bass. — e LSRR e
So of course the diminished fifth and the augmented fourth were tried.
B and F in treble octave, call it 5:7 and get a bass G; call 1t 7:10-ancd get
a bass D-flat, A, _ e e
A year or so later, trying what she did on another piano elsewhere, the
faint bess notes were heard, BUT it was cbvious that undemping those strings
and simply pounding on the piano-case with something would produce a faint
tone from ANY undamped bass-string, so this must have been a case of self-deceptiocn
o,n her part.
By that time no chance to go back to her to arpue and I wouldn't have
wanted to. I had too many important things like toothache to worry about.
I doubt very much that anybody in 1929 or 193C cared about music theory when
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the Great Depression and the Stock Market Crash of 29 and the Prohibition |
Gangster Scandals were all that mattered to anybody.

My father went around day after day Forever and ever Amen declaring that |
IHFRE WILL ALWAYS BE A DEEBESSLQH,andmcnmplainingahowweverythingmhad—f&iled~--~~-* S
and will continue to fail, so we were all very sad most of the time. .

So I could see nothing ahead but & whole lifetime of illness. —
' I had no reason whatever believe that health would come to me at age 70.
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However age 12 was when I was iggggdgggd_bymlihnarians_tm_tha_ﬂalmheita——————~_ﬁ
Pook and Dayton C. Miller's acoustice books. |

th?_when_pﬁﬂplemmant_to.knnw_what—liiemwas—like—inmwthEMdarkﬁages—befurE*“"”““"‘T
Computers, . . . . .

-~R&19$3nce“her~temearfil}o‘5”p01emic3"agﬁingt‘ﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁré"tfibé_ﬁf"ﬁfiféfﬁ_6ﬁméiﬁﬁéifﬁéf_1
Mainly this: the Plano was an instrument of 1llusion, of deception. The

- :

-------- mushimfuzzymtiﬁﬁﬁ?“vﬁgﬁéﬁeés“bf'the Romantic Period: remember the stories about f
Richard Wagner lliﬁa_in_§gmgmépﬁximeniwnithbsilks_andﬁsatins~aﬁé~eVEfymhard- o
"“‘éﬂéé} covered and shielded from view with layers and layers of wrappings. '

_m_____miSQmithwas_nnlyﬂnatural—er—Uieter%&ﬁ—ﬂr—inEthEHspirit“ﬁf—Fiﬁ—dé_Siééle W
to protest the coming age of hard-edee cold hard bare striving for precision
———and-di ding1Husions==of the Bauhaus schocl znd the new architecture’

_EﬁﬁEjput people in bare cubical boxes znd metsl windows and all stripped down. - i

Something like the difference between a circuit board with a grid on it,

|
|
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|

-~as“egpesed~t¢~the_fuzzy—feit*aﬁﬁ“§fiaﬁy glue and random wood-grain you will :
see inside a pieno. A 5/-key, one-octave ,-sixLﬁﬁnth:tane_piano+wnuldubE———ﬂt ------ R
~unthinkable right now, but back then in the teens and twenties of this century?
__The gnly way to go then. iy £

- Carrillo went to Germany to study, back When

-————— e e g

; Stokowski was enamored of

______ some of Wagner's pieces--the shoe fits- S T v '_f
| = N ST AR o SR LS %
T T "*?-“O- w fast=forward to about 1950 or 12949 when I was going to the bui lding §
across the street from USC campus Nonih_ﬁnd+mJe££erson_imagave;TﬂShfine—Aud-"“ 1
~ 1torium nearby: I tock a record player, amplifier, and the Vyshnegradsky 78
____EQ.Ehg_plﬁﬂﬂ:rebulldersluclass—andmﬁlayeé—%t—and—Cﬁused—a*whnié*fﬁﬁﬁfﬁI“af
raised eyebrows., ! bt PR - 1
———Asi-I-supposeCarriltlodidin the 19305 — 5l
Quartertones. . 5 : l
AP, Otber news: Glen Prior phoned me sbout his new law office etc. S
——~lﬁtelémhim~about~your*fétrachﬁrﬁ“hbok, anc S0 he wanted the address of '
Frog beak and 1 told him. Maybe he will order it. b e —
‘FFEE__t(jﬁg _PI';_';OI;S_ _ﬂlQie;fiJ:eQently,_be.had-;g g.tgye_ghe___}lmme_ﬂm e g
probably somebody will store it for him more accessibly, A s .15
— o S _... s ok et i WS L e ‘..: = : b Tt . 1
I sent him one of my tapes which has marimba from the Mirage forced |
——iato—15,—— —_— |
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