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Again, if Pierce is older than I thuught. he might not hare :
bothered tc insist on a computer tape prepared in his presence -
., &and under his dire&t supervislan and might not have bothered to
find out what today's musie experiments have done, anc taken asg “Hoﬂpal""
the dicta of the music professors older than he, rather than listen-
ing tc scmecne composing or performing right now. All thut 13 :
undaratdnﬂable. But it doeﬂn't mean Progress in;wuqic.

| ~ BeMt k.own also that the Acoustical Society Journal Artiole
by Mathews and Pierce, which Conviser sent me, details some additi onal
“experiments that were not played on that tape, where the listeners
were requlreu to detect a shift of key of one or several stretehed
"sermitones" when this occcurred in an examnle. And the listensrswe
- were able to detect it undsr the streteh. (Of course we know this
is trivial-=vou don't have to be an e€xpert in 19-tone to dstect
chnngea ef pitch c¢r key when hearing your first 19-tone examples. )

- But the Accustical Society paper treats the key-system asg if
every musician in the world was, today i=n 1981, doing exactly the
- same *nlugs about modulaticn and trunsposing and major and miner

'p@hsq91ee ag8 was being done in the days of Beetheoven, Chcvin, Schubert,
and- Sehumann.,  As though nothing had hanpened ever since ! As though

serialism end Schénberg and Debussy's whole-tone did not exist at
7T i I ée though the rules of burly Homountie Peoriod Haxrmony vwere
Cunon Lew of the Roman Catholic ¥ Church and this was Spuin.

ﬂ Parhape' I can explain this horrible confusion by a little

- Semanties. The confusizcn is over terms such as law anéd rule.

Rules of Harrcony are not the rumae thing as Rules in the Anglican -
Church or the Jewish EKosher Tietary Regulaticns. Rules of Harmony 2, by
were dedueed bty nen-comnoessr musie-~teuchers from studving the =
scords of compesers 50 er 100 y-arg before them, whem they dﬂoldrmd
and rerghi-ped do ¥ustere, Bﬁduceé. not ersated out of notaing by
Divine Inspiration. Lawe of Science sre the results of obscrvation
of nurereus experinents, carried ocnt to digeover those laws, and |
la% of rhycies hus nething whatever to do with San DHepgo County
Traffic i=zwa cr the Los Angeles Building & Safety Code or the
“@lendule City Zoning Ordinance, -

30 a phyeicist like Pisrce knows perfectly wsll what a law
of science is, but rmay mistuke a Rule of Harmony for 8 omething
arrived at by impersonal invartial experiment, which it is not.
Nor -is a Rule of Harrcny_equal in stunding to a decree of the U §
Supseme Court or the Culifornia Legisluture. Huppilely cur goveme
ments local anc federal have not y2t put Romantie-Period Hyrn-Tune
Harmony into the Penal Cocde or the Califcrnia or U'S Civil Code.
Bu. Jierce smeema %o ﬁct. anﬂJmsny muslc-tsmehﬂrr act, asg thuugh
- they were . . .

I am trymng ta *snell eut* such things as ycur attitude |
 about 1Epr0viﬁinm and your statement "there is nc suca thing as
‘& wroeng netef, I heope this makes is less wague and mere df definite-w
we have to get people to understund thui difference--rules cf harmeny
.or souzle-systeme de not have the authority of Stute Laws or Penal
Codes or Truffie Crdinances, and do not have the experimental scien~
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Acoustical Sceisty of America and most 6f the articles are sbout
college laboratory experimsnts carried en under the directi on of -
highly-degreed professors of physios. Neurly all the articles
~deal with objective fuacts as discovered by. putting apparatus through
it8 paces and finding out whether or not the data recordings sgree
with the advance calculations. If the experiments dc not ‘iork as

predicteed , then further experiments will_ﬁe done to find ocut why.

- Ly lLaw and rule here, havs notaing whatsoever to do with |
etique®e customs, nor with culture prejudices. nor with govermments
and theiry politiclans decreeing this or that penalty for violaticn
of stututes. Law of physics means what g&n&rally'happana.whﬂn
Buch-and-such is done. Newton'a apple fell and scide neutrslize |
bages when brought together., But the Mathews~Pierce article,
from which the lecture gave many excerpts, neczssarily had to
include non-physical pregudiced personal epinione of lang=de.d
autnors of harrony textbooks and the equally prejudiced and equally
ldicsynoratic and personal opinions of music-te.chers such as mary
of the perscns in his audience Kondsvy 26 Jan 81, which perscnal
opinicns were fcinded on an after-the~fzct anclysis of composers
like Bach who a were already dead befpore the harmeny-book=rile-maker

.. -0t around to analyzing his writteu remaing, Iaw &nd rule got

mixed up with their almost opposite meanings. 8¢ the reader of JASA
(official abireviaticn) is almost foreced to confuse the two meanings
cf law, and then to drag in the third meaning af law, where States
and the rFedaral Tovernment enact what they call laws and enforce t hem.

E I bet you a rubber banana and a chocolate~dipped codfished
ball and two scocops of Garliec Ice Cream, that nearly eaveryone in
Pisrce's audlence confused the paysioal laws with the rules of
hamony A5 OF 183C snd both those with the San Diego City Urdinances.
Net one werd was sald there, nor in the article, to define the thes
three or riore meanings of those weasel wordl, law, rule, prineiple.

- Then there is a fourth meaningt the laws or Rules of Health.
Bat the wrong things and you get sick. Or fail to eat certain
eéther things and you get siek. Paerhaps subdivigion of the laws
¢f chemistry, in that scientific senme. but the penalty is impesed
a little more like the policeman arresting sometody caught in the act.
VWnich helps confuse all the meanings. W

Or, let's drag in the nction of legal Fiction. The Mugic
Profas. tehave as 1f a vislation of theix Rules of Hurmeny were
like parking in a red Ho Stopping Zone, or like trving to float
in the air uneupported and attempt to violate the law of Gravity.
Just becsusae of those multiordinel terms, these many-meaning words.
Actually a rule of harmony is more like tné rules for plaving whist,
which later became Auction Pridge with bidding added, then Contract
Bridge with new sccriig pructices. And new tuninge-systems would
‘be_like new card gares or unrelatcd ﬁgrdugamea on different prine-
iplas, such as voker, 500, Hearts, 7-Up; Coeime. oL . e
Pierce is writing about the behavior of 1870 Whigt. . SYORE «
~ when everybody now plays Weatr@etoBELAPW 4% hat wes -e’?}m g?h - |
- 4T D9, "’“ﬁa}“'ﬂﬁge nusgh@, prels are.fsmehiog how to, pro G# uoysa
ChatY AL LPRY AN FY Bhng) i sh, wopan okt de usdnteddigible to tocay's 4
listener. lote Chalmers'.papfugipsy abpufygipfiern Greek not being
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