T g E ; | Saturday 5 Spetember 1981
John 8. Glasier» 4195 Norfolk Terrace San Diego CA 92116

Greet ings=TS==E==

8 Little cooler in these parts which enab tes me to finish up some

things. I have put all the quartertone $retes into the Hollow-B odya
Teisco Tlectric fuitar thkat I got scme time ago on a deal because 1t
had to be rewired inside to remove the shorts.
' Now I have to file them down--=the original frets are very lowas .
So the new ones con't let tham sound until they are trimned quite Iy
ctose. 1 had to use the MARRCY pew fret material-—the stzndard—width 3
tang was too wide and too harc to dédve into the kerf and risked splitting
the fingerboadrd. (A - S

“ Then I wilt have ¢4 ard 22 of equal quality to coumparc with amplifi~
cation. So $¢ will be more impartial. ard also perait instant chanjeovare
The bLridge on the ola 2ff 20 can be moved to the ‘24 pasitions, so if it
{s necessary to have two 24 alecirics this could be donece. Alse the
b ridce on the "anew"” 24 uill be movazhle at lesast to the 23 and 20-tone
positions. That means that maybe I can get ¥ill to 2xperiment with 25
and 2 = x 5 = 27 gcale wight he of some interest o hin?2? .

I got a coup'e of xercxes of the back issue of INTERVAL # T of
Winter 79 Wwith Cris Forster cn the cover--uwhat 1 ¢i2 uas Just the pages
coentdining my SLECTROMIC KEYDCARD OBCE article CoIrrRG wITROoUT THE WIND
that lad the pictures. I must co scmething about nromcting the keyboard
oboe and show that I anticipated the Synthesizer Fac by dacadzs, not
just years. = nead business partenars. It is not necessary to think
in expensive hard-to-raealize terms Llike mags—producing such instrumncnise
It is only nnecessary to get three or four medern transistor versions
of ttis keytocard oboe wmade up--encugh sc somcbody can E2a persuijzadod to
record with it or some recording studio can cersucde some cof their
custcwers to uwge i1t with their group &nougn tc gex it publix the music
publicized.

Anything I might do about he{hg consultant tc scme instrumont makers
or synthesizer ocutfit would be & scparate snterpaksog with N necessary
connection. - |

ran't remenber whether I wrote you about 1sst Sunday's evant when
I wrote Jomathan about {t~~~~$teven Traugh iz & fadirly yaung fallouw who
runs "too tight a ship” with the SUPERCUSSION group which is the percussion
enaeenble class of Montebello High school {Adult dept.)s About 17 pl:zyers
{r. the groupr who parforszd in the sstaccur Auditorium ia Exgosition Tark
ncxt to-the Hatural Histoury Fussum= and had so many swrxms drums I couldn't
count 'em and a piano and a whole group of metzl and wosd-bar instruments
and tubular chimges and of coursg tyabals and trianglos ste. Mo wind
instruments and they sure were misszd! Just one horn would have helped.

A bznd with no sustained tones and .no breathing whatever. They went

on for two solid hourse. Absolute simultansous attacks. The fellow
does knouw row to CONPOSE. Jut restricted to ordinary 12, his only
escape is through NSTST~-—-and all that percussion. One thing vwos izade
perfectly clear as MNixon swoulsd says the Piano is nrimarity "a percussion-
inctrunent and all thot su stuff about singing piano-toncs and Lyrical
flowing Ling is sa much RNomantic Monsense. The dnhartoniec partials of
piand strings and the noise-element frow the hammers blended perfectly .

with alt the wmetal bars anc wacdeg r3 bars and cymbats.qﬁd traps.

oy
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This affair of the blending of piano with the other perscussions {s the
greatest omissifon I neglected to do something about in my 1965 Piano
Booklet, so I better get busy and {ineclude 1t 4n 3 later edition 4f any.
Alsor it i3 s a suggestion that in future pal ptaying of the piano <I

use 1t with percussion effeets inestead of the continual battle between

piano and bowed instruments which has been traditionall for two centurfies.
So I have to rewrite my SHALL WE IMPROVE THE PIAMO? to introduce this
percussionist attitude. 1In one of my new leaflets I explodt this fact

to prove that plianos sound microtones after all-~the lonpgitudinal vibrations
of the bass strinps expecially when they are MNEW.

The absence of inharmonfic components {3 the grestest shortcoming
of synthesizers. They can be programmed 4n with computer music 1f
the proarammer knews enough to dn 30; but moat of them are abysmally ., .
fenorant on this subject. OFf course svnthesinzers have noise neneraters.

in theme but that 1s not sufficlent te got the effect of §nharmonie part-
fals. | |

» , L
Sestenmber will be 2 continuatl race agsinst time=-to get 23 wmuch
as nossible done out 4n the vard beforre it ratrel Then mosest of my
thinges come tc a dead hkale, 1+ miahkt rein in Octcbhers, or it mioht

hold off 2 uhile 32 tast year there wasn't mueh rain way beyond the
expected storm=téime. gy

Last afght Y tried ¢0 hosk un 2 micronhnne and praamntifier +o the
frequancy counter 80 Y car tune thirgs wi*™ it and ¢ kept ofvina out
wrcng nunhere, €5 T may have to tpy eeoyeral nreamnps before Y ce+t 4t
to werk richet.

Yours.
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