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Creetings-- .

Chalmers got a daserved rebuke and I was off the hooke-what
haprened was that when he came here yesterday, Conviser's letter
to me arrived and it said "Received a 6-page letter from Chalmers.
Abtscdutely Indecipherable:t * &8¢ he cculdn't complain about it to

e,

Conviser admitted hearing the cassette-copy. 8c I guess
he will have to admit I played the cellec in just intonation,

theory cr not.

He enclcsed a xerex of another J A 2 A article, about inhare
monically related tones and whether they were or were not dissonant.

Whnich is scmevhat 1elevant to John Gibhon's Bell Gurden I
woenuld €hink,

Chalmers eaid thet Yrvin or somekcdy had told him that Craig
Hitdley had taken a filmegoundtrack-making-opportunity avay from
Frurncisco Lupica and ec got the money and the cradit avay from
lupica sleo, Iupica's Cosmic Beam, btuilt by dinzelle or whatever
his name wae up in Vaatura County.) So that means I must not
expect any enccurzgement cr nelp from Jundley at all, Chalmers
continued. That makes the gituation far moe more sericus than
I suspectzd. Put on tho other hand 1t would put Lupica sn my
side, wouldn't it? I met him once and had no% problems.

20 maybe gome opporiunities may be taken from me now that
I am in a so1t of adversary-position in the Omni article. The
problem reully is to prevent such things, to forestall such
a competitive situation raypening. ZEBut how do vou go about
pﬁ;ventinp gomething which might not happen in the firet pluce?
1t"may nct be as bad as it could te. I eowld rroveke a confrontation
purely by cccident. 'Or someone elme who is tactless or careless
could provoke it. --Thig isa't a laughing mattser, conzidering
what havpened to Hacklemann's clavichord, being re-lent cut wizhout
Hocklemann's consent and having to be rapaired.

Chaliiers did not think that N#¥M¥ Ervin'es thinge could be
published very scon--X gucss he has a timidity attuck aguin or
somethi ng. :

ko

I nay get to go to ths Brand Library today, well ahsad of
+

t3] 2%
for the records and books, and shewn thenr the O NI

due date
Haven't heard any more from Karl Berger, sc I guese that
was & faulge alamm. About the building of amplifyving elavichords.

Brnad EBrend ILitrary nad a record Yy one Fack Crossan of
Scuth Pasadena (at least nhe lived theraxfour yeavs asgo) and it
has pianc, clavichord, and harpsichord, with som> celesta, the
various numbers on the album being svliiced tomether wilth almost
noe break at all. ¢ it is an excellent comparison affair, although
the usual fault of harpsichordists playing the clavichord without
vibrato and thousancds of little hard dry tinkles. Both thd clevihoerd
anc harpsichord were Neupert, which mipht szccount for the hard

~tinny tones. : | !
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That is, I must not criticize Croscan's lack of vibrato until I know
how flexible or stiff the Seupert clavichord was. The old business

of the keybeard performer being the helpless slave of the manufacturer.
It is my understanding that Neupert is nagty megn to performers,
refusing to deal with them dircctly whereas many cthar harpsichord
makers are quite willing to consult with the customers.

. Yhalmers re-laid the 13-tone bars tc his scheme so he cculd
demenstrats tne 8- and S-tone scules which result. So now I don't
have to puzzle over those rows of hastily scribbled numters and
make all kinds cf mistakes trying to decipher them,

Just cppy down the layout as he made it and then it will be Y
available for theose who wish to trey it. it does look as though
saome people are now scld on 13. '

It beils down tc the need for moral suppert and backiag up
wnen a4 sudden bueiness deuwl or offer is wmade to me and i am all
alene against taree cor four smari gcheméng parties. 1 cculd have
a legal disaster by signing sorething in a huarry or teing pushed
into a corner ané¢ then having te turn an opportunity down because
I cannot get anybody's advice gquick.

Zrvin should have asked ny vérmission before lending my
clavichordé~tape copy-cascette to Hundley. 1 sheuld at least have
been awars that it was lent out and net returned. There will always
be this risk thai he will get szomebody else teo tnake an ampiifying
clavichord and thus freeze nme cut of ever having cne asain myegelf.

I never could get bublicity for the amplifyine vlaviehord from 1940
onward through all those years. JFortunately I did get oublicity
for the newd Newel Post and Megulvre almost from the peginni ng.
Lven videctape, and cartein correspondence at the YEry ceginning

of tha Xegulyra before the first pickups were on it.

What troukles me now is thzt I huve prepared for sc¢ many years
amd waraed sverybody I could thuat scome day would come thnat 1 needed
moral supoudrt and now I awr deserted just at the moment when scme sudden
epportunitly is aboeut to huppen, wand mey have to reject it and be lcnely
and sea sonecne else do it in my cvlace because I ean't trust tne other
parties in a threce-aguinst-one situation. Glen imn ieaving town in
a week or so0 anc will be gone a month or such a matter sc that is
Jusi exact.y the moet likely time for such & rush-rush dewl.

After all: Lrvin ruched and prescur2d me to hurry up and do
something accut the clavichord when he knmew I had no flcor space to
build it, and then wken it eume to & gnowdown to preserve tie frame
from the rainstorms he refused. Go how could I trust nim now? Then
Denny tells me noue of my tapee is gooé enough to play for any pecple
he would bring so he wen't bring them until I heve professicnal
equipment znd record all the tapres ¢ver to his imvossiocle standards.
Which would be ten yesrs frov now if ever. 8o wouldn't I be foclish
to accede to that? %Waere's the mcney to rent professirma; recording
studios? Uo whut he wae saying was thaf I am te be punished for being
poor, and fcr living within my meane ung'fcr deoing whnat I can with
what I have instead of weiting till 20 yesrs ufter my death. 1 have
been punished encugh for nct having transportation--1 can't buy tis
tuning device I have saved up for becauee I caanct shop arcund and
can't buy the metal bars and hridge material I have already saved up
to buy tecause i1 can't get to the metal places .



