Psunday 1 Murtch 1981

Jonathan Glasier 3232 Alamada i’lace San Diego CA 92103
Greetings—e----

= Got a long letter from Harold Waage Saturday afternocon and
ne enclosed a samplae of special music to try out the automatic
Just major thirds and autcmatic septimal intervals on his organ--
i.e. some of the things he ie going to use on a demo cassette later.

So I sent him & xerox of two pages of the OMNI grticle and
SCme answers to his guesticne about 22-tone among other things.

Bvidently by new, he is only trying to make 19th-century
Organ music sound better and smeother; he is not really trying
to open the non-12 doprs for 1981 composers. But he is much more
operminded than Conviaser avout the same Bhings.

I t0ld him not ts eXpect any welcomes from organ wanufzcturers,
but to seek out soms small factories which might new he making
non-rusical items--only they will be opermincded. Or sorme musican
might want & custom job and thie Sould werk so for some rock grouv.

I enclose a Xerox of his two-page mucic sample, since
this woulé Ye a very useful thing to experiment with later--gomebody
in Interval Foundation could éo well to compare' just and l2e-tone
thi 8 way.

Tt oceurred %o me that if hie autcmatic Just-ifiaatian scheme
were applied tc a 17« or 19tcons keyboard it might work. So I toid
nim ,

He put the fatzl question: Is his taing non-12? I caa't give
agstraight answer--it is impossible to play a third-tone or quarter-tone
melody on-it and to have intervals that for apart at the same time
--that ie, sound a septimal interval against & tertian one or a
Just major third against a pylhagerean major third or produce .1l-based
intervals or some of the buings I am doing on my guitars. 8o I had
to evade and answer around the quastion.

The problem here is: He is going to try promoting this automatic
Just from l2-keyboard scheme to all the OEVIOUS firms which will unen-
imcuely discourage him and throw aim downstairs. Yet some brna@minded
perscn in a nonemusic buginess migit hear the just intarvalg and cagerly
accept build a half-dozen of ihein. dhis is a custom JOb and could
be promoted as such for rery spocial peopls, but the mass marketers
weuld put him in a bvox and nail the 1id down.:

At least with Xercr places hers I can preserve nis notion for
somebody else to take it the next step or two,

Heavy rain and thunder znd 1ight£ing most of tha.night. Clyde
Corson tought an CMEI, saw the picture and flipped. Fhoned me from
far off Lawndale. ' -

Put 1t this way: Suppoese I had submitted tne Prototypa Hegﬁlyra
to Gibson or Fender cor Whatever, I wou.d never have gotten into CLNI
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with those Totem Poles in vivid colors. And they would have shrunk to
44 ft. The antimusicians know everything and the composer knows nothing.

The late Paul Beaver, back in 1967 or =0, would not ccnsider
an ampiifying clavichord cver 5 octaves, Yet it was the bottom and
top octaves that were ite glory and reason for making it at all.

(The xeyboard would not have gone through certain recording
and broadcasting studio doors nor have fitted in his car trunk. )

Glén hus to go to Florida and Nevada and other places about
15 M:reh so I will be stranded here with ncobody to take me anywhere
on business-~4ill April or scyething, Y The new administration
wants bus fares all over the USA tc go way beyond the reach of
the poor people who have no cidrs. 8o I will be caught in a vieious
cirecle. I will not be able to get full advantage from the OFNI
article becszuse I will not be able to take my instruments to any

interested party.

Quite likely scmebody in the San Fernando Vally--whether
clogse like North Hollywoed or Burbank or distant like Canoga Fark
or Northridge--will be well-off end want to make some kind of promoter
deal or custom ccpying of my instruments cor something to do with
the compositions or syninesizere cr recerds. <They may not want to
core to Gleadale. Or it might té Hollywood or West Hellywcod or
the be:ches.

I am in a very dangsrous position with respect to the people
who czme from Glewndale News~Fress and questioned me abeut how I made
ny livinge-I might get inte trouble ~-- there are several possibilities.
I was % evasive the cther day, but will have to angwer scuethinge-e
can I trust them tg talk off the reccerd? On the other hand, no
instrurente were sold yet, and my odd jobs like tuning or refretiing
are within the allcwance. Nobody will believe I was s¢ ill for so long.
It will be 4 little safer waen I reach 65, which is 14 months from
. now. The people running the City of Glendale want to get rid of
¥a211 ths poor peconle ard so that could be why . have been trealed so¢
nagty for 4 ysar. and 6 months. That is, if certain people here
know more about me they would harass evervbedy til:i 1 wasg forcad out.
The City svurncd & big Jederal grant fer a housing groject rgoently.

Maybe gome VIP reading OWNI will becumre my spongor or businees
partner or promcter. The peint I am making is, if CHNI can afford to
put thst full-pzge picture in there toc the tune of & million ecopies,
just for the sake of an Image, then some higwig can afford to rescus
me from Glendale and put me in a proper studiog/residznee and pramcte
the instruments and get most of the profits. More likely it is =
question of & second-order promoter--an agent who finds ancthsr more
powerful azent, or a promecter who sells the idea of me {0 ancthsr
bigge~r promoter. OUr the manager of a rock groun thatl would usce a
¥Megalyra or just pessibly a visual affair--the instruments as abstract
art., OVNI veing an international ragozine the sponsor might even be
abroad. Anothar thing I have to realize 4s ghet the business deal(s)
might be temporary and 1 amight later -have to seek someone clse.. 1
got 20 more copies of that leafiet mentioning Interval go something
might come your way. _ ,

If other forces start wreating the Youndaticp from yovu, maybe
you should think {and Treasure Map) in terms of getting personal pub-
licity as + just gmot. Insurance anyhew. Up and down this Goast, not

Just lccallyf I will report as each thing happens. Yeure
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I haven't been paid for Derny's refretting job, but:
Denny wanted me to put up the monay for most of the gas to go down
to the Partch concert at San Disge State--I had nct then heard
about the performance in Worthridge and guess he didn't either--
and of course I already have sasn the production some time ago, 50
it wasn't that necemsary for me to see it again. KNow if he really
wanted %o haelp he could t have taken me to the metlal pluces in the
Valley so I could do the 22- and 24-tone metal bars and the tridges
for the Newel Pocts. (Conviser couldn't =wven imagine someone in
the field as long a» I have been, unable ever o save up for & car.
I didn't want tco tell him all my sad life story about the chronic
illneszes etc.) I have lost many jobe and chances to be coneultant
because I was too poor which "proved™ my incompetence to be an

advigcr abeout anything whatsver.

Now I have the bigegest opportunity in all =my life for the
next three weeks while that magazine is current, buit when I say
that I have neo transportaticn so can't go to anybody else's place,
or that I have no capitsl ¢o I can't build & new instrument to order,
or they .ee the ircompiete instrumente which let the cat out of the
bag and show ry poverty, then they will turn me dJown.

i

iFerhapse cin eventually find ecmetedy to do the actual
Shouping for the tuning-device and the metal bare sco tney don't
have tc come after ma, scmecne who is harducsed when it comes to
haggling and beating ths price down. I suspect the prices c¢f those
devicey wre highly inflated, ccmparing them to the price of a frequency
counter at the electronic shopg. £o0 it could be that for thav
kind of a dsal I ahculdn'it be present. This i® a mere subdivisicn
of tha fact tnat I must have agenti{s) and promoterie). Ho matier
whether 1 have sto stay here in Glendale the rest of my life eor
whether I move to mhatever other location. 7The viciocus cirele 18
that I can't have a partner or agent aatil 4 already aave thim{tinem}.
Because it tuokes an agent to find me one., HAeduction ad absurdum.
He hag toc find nimself. #4vether the C¥NI article can break ihis

vicious circle rema.na Lo bie gacii.

)

g Jon- iackey cet up the cther viciocus cirele--l had %o have
another amplifving clavichord alreaqy in werking order so that X

to record on-it at a prefessional recorcing

is impossible because there is ne

money for any of these taings sc it will naver havrpen. And he knew
that and kept caying it everytime he spoke to me. That ie, I have

no right to copy or play my éxisting tapes. I must to o tc my

grave quietly. Where éic he zet all thies authority over me? Terrific
dilemma%? shall I or shall I not tell him about the Omni picture?
Maybe I shcuid wait till 1 make an schual prefitakble cdeal becaucse

of scmevne s2eing is it and coming here, Surely he gubecrites to
OMNI, Maybe let nim ecwll nmee. <The reascm I suspect Lackey of nostility
is that he refused to admit that the Megalyre and Wewel Post wers
abséract sculptures--zvan after tney were at LAICA, Frofeggional
jealousy is a tzrrible beast. It's obvicus after all this time that
he would never find me any azent or partner or give rme the tiniest
moral support. S0 L nave staysc avay. -

The uopeful fact is Lhatl OMNI spsﬁt all that money on the article
and the phetograpacr spent all that valuable time ané enjoyed doing it,
g0 if they taink I wazz werth the "troubie scmecne elee will and kbecome
the sponsor or agent or whatever in the Hollywcod area. &All I nead
is one perscn in @ million ¢f the readers.

could gei the virtucec
studio and of course all tnat

Youzyre



