Tuesday morning 6 July 1993

~ Another guitsr has been brourht here to be 19-ized. Bit it must
woit its tmrn—-other affoirs shesd of it thrt can't te put off.

(ne of these chsrcoal-dark-gray asffasirs.

News story Jjust the other dsy, repested, about los Angeles shutting

down most librsrics ond firing lots of people snd shortening hours.
Tnis mesns people kept Ifrom reading books snd in many cases no longer
sble to visit any open librsry.’ So thot mskes the outlook for a book
quite pe simistic.

- 1f y u want to look at the cheerful side, it mesns the electronic
media will have to tske over s.me of the job of communicsting documents
and also of storing info. ;

o check up on the One vs, Three lMercotors for inst:ince, I had
to spend 40 minutes smd %1.50 just riding busses to get to the downtown,
librery ond buck. In Los Angeles it would have been more: minutes and ;"
more money. If I live to be 80, the situation will be aliuost impossicle.
Lbsolutely nothing like what it was when I was 18 or 22.

50 you ALRLADY have my bulletins etc. on disk or some kind of
compuber-relsted storage, ready for the new distribution means snd
capable of being sdded to and undated, whereas a book w.uld be . further
snd further tehind the times before it got printed snd put in toe
stores or litrsries or some kind of repositories.

-+ It was far more important to do whst L did yesterdsy: copy the
78 records (three of them onto a cassebte) so that I have a sa.ple
of Novachord timbres that I can ¢opy AND compare with the timbres on
the -eyboards here, now that NCBCDY has any of the tubes type 6W/G
or whatever thot the liovechord had 144 of. I meen thsat sny ex still
existing Novachord would hsve to te rebuilt to use 64AU6 or some such
thing that still is made in smal! quantities,%and that won't be the
case very long. ilome other possible tube will slwsys be available
for cert-in special uses, tut at an impossible price.

The only Novachord sounds for coj comparison will be 1F somebody
has sswpled them into some Ssmpler alresdy-—asnd that is quite doubtful.

Nearly ten years between the time I had the Novachord records and
when I could play them to copy them. Didn't matter to me personally
becsuse I had heard more than I needed to of Hovachord timore 40 years
ng snd 35 yeors agé. But to anytody of t:! the new generutions, there
will be no such chance to hesr one directly.

Ironic thet the far for older harpsichord sounds can be heard
live by most peopie now., Conn snd Artisen ond illen orgons Thst
used triode tubtes will bte heard for for longer since those tubes
are still being made and there is more need for them on 3 limited
basis. !euin, concelvebly sny of a hundred kinds of transistor
triodes could be substituted by a major rebuilding job ol those
~orgsns, much much easier thon trying to duplicate a Novachord with
I1C chips. It would never sound the same! | -

There is no way whatsoever that I canm describe the Novachord effect.
I con't shdw anyone what's.bad sbout it, what wss good about 1it, how it®
fit in the overall history of electronic music, without reporoducing
the soundss Already, within my lifetime, the info hss disappeared exc
except for a very very few records that can't be played en aversze
eq.ipment totay. These are shellac records just anxious to et broken.

“hat wes interesting about Novachords? _ gix different vibrato mech-
snisms: i.c. C C#, D D#, EF, Ff G, G# A# Aff B-——esch set of two

. pitches wss going at a slightly DIFFBRENT vibrasto r te from the other

five psirs. *** What wss bad sbout ity  Severgl things, chief of which
was a nogging whining of which “there is almost none in the keyboa#.s
herc., If these had bteen todsy's higher-fidelity records, the walning
would be intoleratle., An ensemble of 20 hungry sick oismese Cots!

The Hommond Fsctory wss in Chicsgo. NOW snd only now do I realize
where the naesty timbres of the Motorols Scalatron came from! Hearing
too mony. Novachorus. v R ‘
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| - Overslept—--no ener%ﬁ_this morning but otherwise normal.
Acknowledging immedistely 8t your power cord snc ssample disk
arrived. I beli.ve I wrote about tuying a surge-protector outlet
atrip snd keening v certsin other thin s as well s the Atori pluggoed
into it. Much less power-surge in this pert of Usn liego than the
dreadful situztion in Glendsle, where volteze rose high am! burnt
light bulbs out every week or two. 5till enough thest csutien is
NeCEes35ry. . .
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Lddly enough: I have hsd to proceed in the opposite diree- -

ticn from 3 Book —- splitiing-apart r:ther thsn ccubining issuces

of the Bulletins--xeroxing articles from the sulleting SEPAR'TELY |
to me e my info handouts SHOURTZR so0 ss not to overwhelm certazin btyores
of visitors, -

In mzay co2scs, sseeding someono 5~page excerpts so0 it will go
under 1 oz. postoge with the accompanying letcor or just 3 iitole
Memo slip. GSure, I denlore the present generstivus' short attention

-+=8p8N, due Lo TV ond ruydio commercisls, but either I c-ter to it or
I will ke very lonely snd forsaken. :

the 30-yeor-old tspe and the 26=year-cld scure of IN LINBO
wiil hove to te vrimoted today piecemesl. Lo I coll it o suite of
ten picces which will have ten titles., And,oniy two or three copics
of @rch made st » time. This hasg baeen doneyd lo: 5% month., So therve
wori't be hundreds of sheets of pgper and o e thoan two pn topes here
of it ot any time. n

Ine other day I went through the entire rusic filiag catilnoet
(8 legul=siie two drawer afrfgir thet David 4ill prescnted o we siuce .
he couldn't efriord to tuke it and some other stulr tu Florida when =
he lefy Orsuge) trying to find the extra 17-tone plecas tuut were
- only first-drzfts later to be d:pe in ink end copiea for .xcursion
#dnto the Tmharaooic., I did not find them. 1if 1 nave lo. G them,
- I c8n transcribe them azain from certain Cipes.

Not this wmonth! But I heve met more ve . L9 who gre intercsted
in 17. I wrote one psge of comments to go »2ith the 1939 Novocho
article, and wil! probsbly do s second page. LTuere iz cac Cagio
portscle that will do aimost everything the hovecuord could, st a
fraction of the cost snd in 3 very tiny spsce snd lisht weight,

; Amazing how the Hammond Orgsn Co. succeeded so wealthily for

s0 long, then venished out of the picture. 4 lesson to be lesrned

from tnet. Durihg the, 1940s I met -pecplke who wers conacected with it

or had begn, znd also many ssscrted enemies of thelrs, 2o 1 hzve a
-~ balanced ‘picture of that Period in musicsl incSrument nistory.

_"Intaresting juestion: What did Yamene sv hsve that kamaond
-aidn't have, toward the end of the Hsummond success? | -
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Buzz made s 14" scz2le model of 5 Megulyras Contrabass aud. sent -
1t to me l:st weck. Ideal to put for s fe dsys in s store saow-window
- 9T %0 ¢arry sround imnm g promoter's wr saleaman's seunle-cace or to
* keep on thesmontde or use as a nrop for a lectvre or sudden unsctieduled .
interviéw, N ST L B Yy ER
¥ Totsl surnrise! No ides I would get tiis cut of the blua. doovk %
.- Me 8 wWwhole £toda2v to romambor whod T4 el 11913 e oy 1 om oo e o
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S aa 1@ cag-oed - itheut tuning planos and yestowday sudden y mutb
of the b » : D. Jaco»s wio is involved in put 1 2 on ol a\ira and events
¥~ e, nesded his nlann tured in a burry and I got a lesson in Terfeoct’ ~nism
or Quality Control: no the pilano wusn't brandenew mt of the strre but
mi~ t as well have Hean, very clean inside no rust -n the strincs, no
han«ors cerooked nor worn, no gra}md ~@y8, Nno 100 s86 hjninﬂ-pimﬂ“ . 82%)
very tisht s~ that 1% woTe ok v ris aym. no dust inside th e plano,
wiich 18 very hard to belicve etause t:ls wa: just an ordimry rouse,
no demon houssreepsrs or anyl:hinﬁ; Prnbably the factory probably in
Xnrea +ave this -as wade would bave tiger-tyr:nt insno ctors and Terocious
ot -ndaprds to stick to. After all the crumuy ulhy fuzzy vianos T mve %
during the last 53 years £ tuning uwhare evory hammer-blow sends & cloud
of d:st into 'y nose and the dampors don! .

36 her: 'as t o vi7t p'acc to go to tell semebrdy ahont wmy IN TIMBO
¢~ rositi-n of 30 vears sgo--if my ndy knows rhout prssible users of "
the o positi-n in “an Di~ge this wn.ld he the viace,

Datima e--a thall~ngad ~r rore plane tuninzs since 194L.7-=259 1190 tuning
pins ‘rned, 5 007 000 hamor- lovs. & willion ™miined major and inow
£ 1~38 avd sixths, a eonstant stoeady deeline in Amher or tiringa pae
ye 'y {rom oonodlaes to very few, char-es howaver vave kept up - 1th inflation,

A11 during tthe 53 years, as uch or more time spent LEraveling to and
from anyy pial_’ﬂ-ﬁﬁ:’niﬁs £8 WAaS 3'!{}61’.'1‘“ DOTIG it . viiieh mad‘ it & 1031138
Egopaaitinn all tiis tire. The rrevious tuner of that piane lelt Sen Disge

hygo?‘g avo and it 1s extremely difficu't to find a tuner the-e days, I
vag . |

Hence el ect ronic evbonards with factory-preset itches.
hi'e we are absrut it: ow »f the Liraze piaio sawples represents a pilano
wilch probanly went at least six or elr:t nonths after Uelng tuned before
the saple was takten. Thot way have beem de! ibera o, for "realism”,

The o'and piano effo-t # 2 has a small diorus ¢ffe-t to detune the two
oscillators, an the Rolard pitehes seom to be stag-erede~1.0., the _
actaves are 8'izhtly.omt, so that there nay e twe divider-chali:s,.

fverame age of tuners has always beem high, so wst be the 11imit now,
Iven in 1049, I Ymew hettor than to lay in a stock of plano rep-ir parts.
Tlmgﬁava alunst all hizhiy specialized, not even being tsefull Iy org ns

or harpsichords, I gounidhtt have afforded the Investrnent In garts anylow,

ava not seon tais personally, but I read sH-ewliers thnt ~ne iano
ma'ror pubt heptazonal nuts on parts ~f the act’on so that on"!?r auth orized
Yepalr sinps c“ru'?ci ' them vwith tieir special heptagon wrenctes!

“ne nad ottence ~f “hae electriic reyboards cwaldifertiny 's th at

a ‘nt ~f trade secrnis av enr'y 1 thecentury pra tlces « el st d as
Lr* x as tie Plavo + 2 tThe "'mly Game 1n town, h-ve abat 4 n»t elsctr.1ie¢
ey nurd8 pay14. pina~or~an, vother than piano, patl P, Teen a'l the
diife 't countrl es now naring electr “le -8 "o rds that did ot ake so
many planos in tie ~1d days, "ring subfle diffevances in des ~gz. "
‘hen I as a Doy, i;jw_wpit ar "‘a_*j_.;r':'-f'ﬁ'.t*f?e L ere j‘ust a~oub f’r'.?s)n/ﬁl desl 2.
Co:rutey -eynroard diffe e ecngiderably and are ovolvings _/,/j"

_ Y nurs
X

..

a7 e thie Tibrary will ¥ave historical
pietur ¢ ~f hat Corvallis and that part of
Ov ~on wng ‘17e, so you cm get thes bac-ground.
£11 T sow is v at 1t was, mtil about 197 7,¢ the southon te minus
of a t ing called O & C, tho Oregongnd Ca'if~rnia Tlectrie Railroad.,
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The bir box is out of Jsill Found out yesterday 1t did really
mske s difference. & 5 f

vhile in Glendo=le, I built @ heavy spesker box because John
Revschel found me ¢ 15" lencsing the ,tre=-type speasker., 0 1t
wes brourht here to San picgo with me but ended up stored in
the Glasier's tig gurasge tehind a toneor two of stufl snd locked

in there for

eight yesrs until they decided to move 1nto the

smaller house down the street recently ond had to gev rid of s

¢

lot of =stuff

and clesn out both tie nouse they wcved from and the i

smaller house they moved to. Finsily the box got hore before they °

took off for
The Megalyra

North Csrolins (expecied back in a couple of days).
instrusents sre much louder nou, plsyed through it.

New castorz to replasce those that troke in tram?it@

pric Merin come agsein from Venice about the videos of instrument

puilders snd

wos vary inpras:ed., . I sunpose during veptember seversl

people will be on video or Smm film. 5 \

oo Morml: if y u are pleying instrumeunts aaywiare, ﬁave at lesnst
one bgss=re¢flex spesker-boxs. - : |

The bhox
in the first
Caiiforniae

Moral #%2:

I built 35 yesrs 4go0 wss OO fliméyiaudEwant to pieces

of the Forced lhoves, Peopl have tp move often in

So I can't trust propossls for "permouent” srchives and
_ @ | |

A chain is as strongfﬁs its we:kest link., In a ployback

or synthesizer or sampler gset-up, the spesker box is the weokezt linke

lictody wonts

to cart 8 big one around therefcre all the tass nobtes
]

that averything else in the system has Leen upgraaud to headle, will

not cet tar.ush the speaker-=tox,

Mcde new

copies of the 30-year-old IN LIMBO t2ne and maybe that

can be promoted--I finslly et a couple &f peopnle in theatricsls who
- underctcod what this suivce of ten pleces is Iora \

b |

I guess 1 alresdy mesationed that_the Therewin ig fixed, riled

behind boxes in the gorsrye for several @onths becausb\pf the storms
earlier this yeir. . A
The power cord worked on the Atari, cnd now I have to findout

- who carries the adsptors for such thingw as printep-cotcled. MNocne

while the moanitor works snd the keyboazrd works and |the ucuse wWorks.

‘inother fellow who is abtout to zet a computer, unforti

stely decided

4o move to Los Angeles, so I won't have his advice,
You gave me the nsme of an Atari ploce snd evidently it is still

there, quite
taken tonere.
them, °

g cistonce from here, so I hrve to w'it till I cen e
Mesnwhile, grinding out CcTpy cessettes and sending

Received the new bundle of xeroxes. Brink is gsining exper-

ience invelving the "new Informstion Highway"--fiber optics and all,
so will be very ievorsbly placed to teke advantage of this skbua
_situation'. |

Yours . L, e
4
m %



