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Mundy 22 March 1993 (Bpring!)
Brien Mclsren -- using one of those lsbels since 1 asssume that
i8 what you went during the settling periodee..

Greetings from Down South ===

Took till Sesturdsy to use up 9ll the water 1 hsad saved in
rain-tarrels and pails f£,or the front yard, otill lots of drying
and resrranging of the back yard to do, and Jongthsn 1s not around
very much st this time. t That wight get better; he promised.

1 hsve e new slogsn: indeed 1 am'gding to xerox it when 1 do <"
copies: » of some naw stuff., As follows: '

THE NINEPEENTH CENTURY HAS NO FUTURE!

=iy

This merely £Zducsted guessing, but from 75 years of experience,
of many moves, some of which were becsuse my mother loved to mnove
(we had s house & miles scuth cf downtown Portland in a suburban
winding road with some 25 families sll of whom were well-to-do except
us, that wzas lonely snd igolsted so my mother had the right ta
move into town snd tcke an gpsrtment for three months or so -— thsat
heppened sowme four times. I gm t2lking sbout the 1920s of carse,

Then leaving Portlsnd for Califiornia snd many forced moves and
other thines, and then the Glendsle cottage going t¢ pleces snd
the plumbing going stark rsving msdi in L1985 snd no ;plsce in &L A
snd Glssiers rescued me. From very co-operestive lsndlord and lsndlady

soi T in Glendsle for 9 yesrs to the nsstiest new owners and resl-estate

moguls thet Glendsle s could hsve, overnight!

dccordingly I cen presume you have having difficulties in moving
and settling so I have held beck even the good news that hass hsppened
here, vsrious little things. o

Now whst could be bad news but I don't thing it is as iwmportasnt

88 it might seem: the bSan Diego kesder, lsst Thursdsy, published 8

long strticle sbout one Donna Daswson, Julllisrd snd other posh amusic
places Grsduate, who hse tsught pisno in the Classical/Romsntic period s
for the lsst 25 years, and who spparently lives Jjust s few blocks from
where the Glssiers live, o

John Brizzolasrs, who I believe mainly writes sbout pop and rock
personalities for the Resder end nmust write ror other publicstions,

* interviewed Mme. Dawson snd so fsr as suthorshlip and interviewing

technique snd literary style snd decorum snd restraint and careful
phraging sre concerned this is tops. |

(.8+1 type this, loud raucous racket of my new Tape No., C 419
being copied on the Duplicator st Doubee Speed. High pressure 19-tone
when heerd that way.) I am waking scads end oodles of cppies of C4l9
and C 420 which is in 12 snd 22-tone thint: on sariier reels and
s Megelyrs Group lemo which turns out to be worth copying psrt of.

Back to the Drwson/Brizzolers Affejr: Dswwon reslly orgasnizes
her thoushts csrefully 2nd would Rg s formidsble enemy. Frankly, 1
believe thet both Brizzoleras snd Dawson should not have gone 1o
J urnelism snd Music Colleges respectively, but shculd have both
gone to Law School snd bec:me expensive successfuli wealthy lrial
Lawyers., They would have won most of their cases snd gotten clients:
off scot-free! I measn this interview article builds.Air-Tight Cases.

Restraint snd cere snd decorum snd KIN KNOWING #HAT TO OMIT ND
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WHEN AND WHERE TO CHANGE THE SUBJECT SO AS TO AVCID "BLOWING IT"

o losinq the case by 8 careless reply or thoughtless remark that
gives everything sway. This must hsve been well thought out and

is 8 lesson in competent wrifing for me to heeds

The course of argument was to hammer sway on Basch, Beethoven,
Schumsnn, Mozsart, Scsrlatti, Mendelsohn, you know the rest, snd
Lhdt periocd, end of the lath century and first part of the 19th,
in Centrasl burope, as the CNLY THING and nothing elise matters or
will ever matter, and therefore snd accordingly it is surpremely
worthwhile t&@ wo be s Religiocus Masochist practingug boring tiresome
finger exercises 00 many hours 8 day and taking zl1ll the fun out
of life. The 20th century snd cur nstive United Stotes comoaesers
are not even mentioned--the loud persistent silence is elogquent
to show what lawson thinks of Today's US or San Diego. True the'
Present Day is mentioned indirectly by vaying due respect to the
pupils: who necessarilly sre here in 1993 San Disgo rzther thasn in
1845 Vienne, Thet indeed is part of their skill in writing this
piece. I sm giving equal credit to interviewer and interviewee
for never losing their Cool., Even when electronic keyboerds had
to be mentioned, this was done with exemplary nestraint. " Any other
interviewer/interviewes combinsticn would have blown it by invective
or sarcsasm or other signs of smeateurism.

It is =imply hepuy Good Luck and Pure chsance that 1 did not
read this article: right after getting the March 18th Keader on
Thursday Noon., 1 might have blown my cork snd fired off some
intemperete reply snd ruined my chsnces in this town. 1 did not
even glsance st it till Ssturdgy sfternoon and was very surprised
to see something so elitist in the Alterdstive or so-called altern-
ative press.

we sre confrﬁntlng a Cliosed Mind Reactionary.thing here which
is done with dignity &nd csre snd professionslism, not the usual
nsked prejudice sffair you wiould get from the asversge classical
pisno instructor. I em not sure how to deal with this. The good
part of it is that snything in the weekly Resder 1s surely goling
to bc entirely forgotten inside of a month from now. This 1is
Journelism, not enduring publication for time to come,

If 1 keep quiet enough, it will go awsy snd not bother,
What hurts is not the prime facie attitude, but the cleverness
in building en AIR-1IGHT case. The betwean—tna-llnes f£finsl crushing
verdict is thst no composer barn in this country is any good st sll
eand sll my lifetime of experience in composing snd perfcrmance and
building instruments asnd writing zbout musicsl matters counts for
Z2eT 0,

the besd pert of Dswson's thesis is that eld the se students
mentioned and commended and respected, sre being PRCMISED careers
in something which no longer exists snd has not existed during
my entire lifetime., When they gléauate from Conservetory or
University snd get @ degree in wmusic or whatevar it will bhe too
late for them to learn something to make money and g0 they will
be houmeless psupers or ssd ridiculed foillures snd as 1 said
above, the Nineteenth bentury Has No Future. T

| It will be as crushing sng horrfﬁ g cdisappointment as losing

" $100 000 st Las Vepas or in the Stock Market when a certsin item
rlunges into oblivion. The pisno cesnnot compete with the dinstru-
ments snd the compubters snd recording devices: thet will be out there
when these young people graduste. By thst time, 1999 or 2010, there
will be no pisno~tuners and no -- I am more sure of this latter* -
repairmen to fix sctions and restring snd pick 2t hammers snd level
Pleno keys. If they perform them at sll, they will HAVE to change
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their sttitudes snd minds ¢ drastically end sccept electroniec
keybcs5ds and sequencers snd recordihg systems sfter being carefully
and expertlly prejudiced sgsinst them, snd this is going to wate waste
lots of time and money and result in disillusion snd s dissppointment :
after all that intensive religlous dedicetion, snd here I am unsble
to do a3 damn thing sbout it and unasble to help them or get somebody
to heed my predictions. '

The hardest psrt will be to cs ' ouf:professional restraint equal -
Yo theirs (Brizzolara's snd Vswsan's) so ss not to be publicly ridiculed.

os oMy father was @ professor of European and Americsn History st
the University of Oregon, in Zugene as well ss in Portlsnd lster on
at the Portland Ixtension, Before I was bern and when 1 wes 3 bapby, |
he wsag 8t Eugene teaching Furopean History and so with a background .
like that I had plenty of time to lesrm sbout the environments end :°
affsirs surrounding Bach or Beethoven or Brahms or Schumsnn or Schuber ¢
or ilozert. o Osmosis ss it were, even though my fother 2nd his family

hated music. éFo tunately that did not exten® to my msny cousins on
my father's si e.g '

By the wsy, somewhere around: 1931 my fsther was teaching sn
ivening Portland University Ebxtension ¢lsss ab . ut Bosnia end Herzegovins,
I can't remember detsils 62 yesrs lster, but that he did so I sure
. .-.do remember,

I

There is no herm in everybcdy studying those composers of Centrsl
EBurape of 150 end 200 years sgoj that is not the point. The point is
that the article I am citing snd s number of books and srticles and
commentators and pecple 1 have sncoumtered since toyhood, assume that
ALLWWORTHY MUSIC HAD ALREADY BEEN WRITTEN BY 1870 or so, and nothing
in this country and nothing in Furope zfter’ that time, shauld be
plsyed or heard or even mentioned. The sttitude thet music FINISHED
before the 19th Century finished:. FEither we become Necrophiliscs or
we should live in Silence.

Back in 1945 when i lived in Hoklywood, sowe people even said
thast to me. "How dere you compoze?"

In the atove article this thesis is tacitly conveyed. That's the
cleverness at work, ond that 2lso warns me thst I would get nowhere
confronting such persons. Anymore than I would have succeeded in e
prometing my instruments and compositiens by battling Rob Bell publiclye.
He must be gloating hugely if he resd thst article. ~rerhpps he is t00
drunk to have read it, ‘

Mesnwhile: seversl people have sent funds for postsage snd xeroxing
~and tspe-copyling. I sm getting votes that I did not expect. I did not
ask for them. DBut it nappened nevertheless. 3

e | | o LE Yours

#

“Just heard from 8 Recording or sowething organization Newsletter
snd from Larry Hanson the sdvocste of 53, from whom I have not heard
for seveisl yesrse. £Evidence surely, that the chsin-referral process
is turned OB ON. | | .
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