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Creetings ew—e-
T was telling you some time back about what a problem you had with the rubber
stamp, not ennugh 0's and yom said you had %o dee«tail the Q's to m ake more 0O's.
My niece lives in Albuquerque NM sc thal would be the opresite »roblom there,
but she doesn'i use rubbeyr stamps very much.
I thoupght back this morning for no reason at all to vhen I lived in Santa
Barbara==that was 1942 to 19hli=-2% years about. Mot 211 3. Very miserzhle,
My mother oroke her ankie. With an address on Constance Avenue, Santa Barbara
california, I ra2n out of Avs on the rubber type set, I was able lo get staup
made by a mail ordey rubberestanp company and thus get all those A's back, 2 of them,
The Santa Barbara lLibrary was at Anacapa and Anapemu strests so that v old be
even more AVs,
&
More people on my side now, indignant about the Clone. Jonathan is still
not realizing how serigus it was for Wilbur Ceorge to build scmething that close Lo
my instruments when with Just a2 little THQU GHY he could have made the instrument
- different=looking and far enouvgh away fromn mine to avoid this hassle., FErvin Wilson
is very angry about the Clone and hag called me six Gines trying %o figire out what
to do, Brian MclLaren says any more Clones are not accentabls, VWhat 211 this means
is I have more peonle offering meral support than there arce members on the Interval
Board left out of the original 7. There are only L so far as 1 know,
There arc ab least € of use.
Wwill parscna, a who lives in La Jolla znd met me back in 1979, hss not attended
board meetings for about a yeai'y, and so didn't know all about the curr ent hassle,
but came to sece me the other day with a friend of nise Sc there now ars more cveople
coming tc see ny instruments,
if T had not been slandered vefore the board, ana then at tacked in wrilling
by two members ol the board, T might hevd overiocked the Clone to keep the niea peace.
but once I was denounced before those boord membeys and visitors ; there is no peace to
keep.

I suspect that twe more Clones will be Wilt., Brv Wilson is afraid the=t
certain ideas and keyboard plans etc, that he sent or gave to Inte rval will Le vs ed
without his permission, MeBryde 2lso is afraid what his consulting will be leaked
to outsiders without his permissiones DBrian is in hich dudgeon. But exucltly whel we
can do to stop it is anol clear.

I am at the point wheie T have to revive the publiicity I got out of those maga 2 ines
and the videotapes and the TV programs in Los Angeles and also on Cable back in 198L.
Latest TV was in HY by Mitch Corbexr who took videotanes here Just a yea r and 9 halfl ago.
Now surely if my instruments weren't good enough to e seen, Corber would not have
come across the country to televise thaa,

Johnny Reinhardts affair in NY must be about over as of  tomorrow.
So I may get some kind of report on that, I¥ wouldn't have dona me any good to be
in it because I would have had mly a few mirmtes to play, and peonie would be exhaused
from so many days of long concerts.

T have to define just what T consider te be theft. The Lasic idea of a
large steel guitar is public domein--enybedy czn do that., So I am net talking about
some kind of an instrunent PATENT., But T have comyright nrot ection for the visual
appearance cf the Megslyra instrumentse=the colorede-line pattern and the coloreschemes
as shown on TV and in museums and gelleries far eleven years. 1 put copyright notices
on the instruments beginning 1976 and 1977. There isn't any excuse for someone copying
those wi thout my permission, that closely. This of course does have a Oray Aredee
for instence an instrument which has no COLORED lines would not infringe the copyright.
or if the instrument had heen METAL instead of wood--that would take it quibte far away
from the visual effect. ' The neople who made the Metal Beams have not bothersd me at a ll.

The allegation that my instrunents were not good enocugh to be seen is
a lieg therefore it is slander. The allegation that Wilbur had to IMPROVE the instr ument s
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Yecterday got out small cans of paint and put the colore d lines on
Drone II--i.c. the blue 6=foot drone instrument build in 1978 « Time to repaint.
Fortunately I had the same dark blue it was before firrom the same paint company so
I had reedone the main color about a week ago. The endpicces on the blue drons had
been broken in the move fram the tiny cottage to this house i1n 1986. 5o last month
I mede new endpieces and e@ly June got them on and now they ar e palinted.

What happened to meke this instrument look real old and weatherbeaten was
a couple of rainstorms last ycar when the tarpaunlin had holes in ite Now I hawvd
three brand new taros.

So that ma:ns, in all, two of the contrabass Mega lyral aare already
repainted-~thks was dons lest Fall., There is now no excus @ for Wilbwr George
complaining about how they lcok!

, Possible ironic ocutcomes If Wilbur Csorge makes more clones , they will

be ‘seen by agents of the Japanese and other Oriental factories and they might
copy from his Clone or Clones, in vhich case he won't have the market to sedl his
unauthorized copies. Jlso they would have neaugh sense to reedesign and take thelr
instrument mach furthex away from my design. Another fac% in the case 1s that he
is about 70 now and =so will get clc soon encugh and I rea 1lly deubt that his experinece
in rmaileorder business will help in going out and selllng musical instruments to
peorle in 3 merket that he mever had any connection with in his life, His p artner
is slightly ‘odder than I and has been sickly for s ome time,

John Schneider , a mitarist in Venice CA suburb of T A on the beach,
sent me sone of his info about a racent concert of Lou Harrison's compositions for
the interchangeable fingerboiards.

Yes, the fingerboards are inteychangeable, but the guitar has tc he retuned,
and it takes TIME, and during thet minute or two 1% tz kas ¢ o change, the LISTENE R
forgets how the previous scale sounded,

Why would I have gone 40 the trouble cf collecting 20 guita rs and refretting
them if interchanpgesbility were the real angswer? I've had far Yoo much experiance
with people who have SHORT ATTENTION SPAN. The TV and rad io programs ha.e new tricks
to save seccrds, and keep constantly jumping from one commercial to another withoud
any pause whatever with the new switching technique, se the listener is distracted
constantly and made into a scatterbrain.

The time to h chonge fingerboards, or %o change disks in the Mirage,
i$ oo long far these lisieners who now have been habfinated to quick snapping %o
another thing in a second, and so lesing thelr ablility o concentratc on anyihing
for enough length of time %o accorplish arybthing.

So T den't really think Mark Rankin is golng to maks much mmoney persuading
people to buy an expensive zuit-r and a get of fingarboardss, whun ALL the guita rs
in this place here cost less than he wants for ONE, (Prom the information lsaflets
that John Schnelder sent me, Tom Stone frar whom Mark Ranking got the agsney, is back
in business, I don't imow how well., Also a fellow in Germany is making his kind
of fineerboards and I have the brochure, Jonathan got it recently.)

To get publicity T did not have to, and de not at pr esent ha ve Yo, make
instruments in quantity, since the product is RECORDIN(E., If I am getting too old to
run & factory, there are other pecple with small shope who can make the I1nstruments
1f custeomers start ordering 2 Megalyre or Newel Pest or whataver,

Wilbur Ceorgs spent mare mongy on his one Clone (§850) tha n ALL my Megal yra
instrunents sost! You cén imagine how chcaply the Ordientals could maize them.
So I don't see hov he can compete, Of course nec point telling him that.
Yesterday wes the llongest dey of the ysar I belicve,
Yours, °*
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Greetings wene:

e thiz far south).

Just got your latest letter and hasten to answer--von end by ssaylng that
you don't seen %o be making Converts to microtonality. Smalll town of Comtoocook
not enough pecple to provide a enought vernturesoms souls vho might start ssomethi ng
nev.

My first suggestion is to de-emphasize the obvious attempt to cconvert which
really means, Dewprogram AND Reervogram, convent!thnal mmmsicians or those who w wend
to conventional music schools o private Jessons too long, %

go after technicians and enginsers who do not have suc h a heavy crippling
mental Lnvestment in the 12=tone scale, but who have some skill or interest i n
the building of instruments or electronic clrcuits or practical crafts suc h an
those involved in making Tubulongs.

You dontt have t¢ de~program them from 12etone piano lore and the like.

But you CAN take advantage of their mechaniesl or elee trizal or electronic skills,
There is ancther group, the craftamen of various kinds--especially woodworking.
They can bulld acoustle instrunenise-xylophones, napimhas, otc.3 they can bnild
soufdboxes to put stings on strings ontog a few of therm hhave made whistles and
filutes,

In some cases, mathematicians can be induced to get  into music via theory
and you can tell them ebout oxiracting roots of two. Msybe they had to go %o
twe dentist to get roots extracted? That's vhat happend to me as 2 boy.

To o sume o, it 1s easiar %o Program smebody into nonetrelvular music
from some trade or crafd or evam intellsctual skill, than to Detwelvulate a
piano Addlet who must first be DRprogranmed hefore  instal ling a scales like
22, 31, or 19 in himther,
| Ancther possibility iz te interest a metalworker, who is used to
cotting #nd grinding bars and rods, in maldng nontwelve sets of mmetal bars.
Perhaps' get a plumber (o use remmants of pipes and make them inte tubulongs
(high pitched first) and Tub cforks., WMaybe even flutes, If he is into cutting
and installing plastic pipe sach as PVC, them flutes and things of that kind.

/ Sunny day slightly warmer (it has been cloudy and overcasty, but no cain in
Jun

-

why have to DEprogram conventional indoctrinated megicians when you don?i have to?
pablicize nen=12 among people who have not been spollt yet!
oh sarej no sceh people in tinmy Contoocook, but surely in your genersl region there will
be enocugh worthy candidates for detwelvlation,

wmeyou were visitdng scenes of your paste I michi mention, T lived in S an Diego
vack in 1937=38. Souetimes I sce the district where T lived then-=noct of the people
fron then are gone now, I was ot the domtom post office boilding vhen they had
open house just before transferring into the new pla2cee-ue were shown thronpghe-
now T see 1t once 1n & wile, 2 B3eyosr-old building and they hope to ramove it
to a larger place and bulld 2 new one somedey, I & ee the bum p s in certain
streets where thers used to be stresteer tracke~-the ol d ralls still there.
covered over. Dub now new ctreetcsr lines have been built in San Diego vhile I
1ive here now, and they go down en¥irely different stre ete,

Bub going back much further like 60, 65, even 70 yea rs ago-=my rdece in
Albuquerque wrote me asking for reminiscencese=so T had %o ransack long 2go memorie Swe
vhat ¢id I do sevenly years ago when I was four? sixby years ago whe n I was fourteen?
gSo I wrote a coupls of pages for her. My conclounsion ie there wer e NO good old days
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T do not have nowe Indeed less paix ©
Certainly less allergy.
. | yours




