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Last year a group of people interested in the music of Harry Partch
formed a trust fund for the purpose of recording Partch’s Plectra and
Percussion Dances. This group effort proved the feasibility of support-
ing the work of this contemporary composer through an independent

recording project, Over 500 copies of the Dances had been produced
and distributed by the end of the year.

Encouraged by the success of this venture, the same group is now
organizing a new Trust Fund to record Partch’s new version of Oedipus.
The first version of this work was produced at Mills College in March,
1952, but because of textual copyright restrictions, could not be issued
on records. In the meantime, Partch has produced a text version of his
own, and has extensively rewritten the score. Allan Louw will again
have the leading role of Oedipus. (Plans are being made to make other
works of this composer — such as U.S. Highball — available in the
future.) :

The Trust Fund intends to produce 500 LP albums of Oedipus,
consisting of two 12-inch records each, playing time of about 75 min-
utes. Eight singers or intoners and 14 instrumentalists will constitute
an enlarged Gate 5 Ensemble for this production.

As before, the general purpose of the Trust Fund will be the pro-
duction of Harry Partch’s work in a recording of highest quality,
thereby bringing this composer’s work to a larger audierice, and fur-
thering his future musical efforts.

The production of Oedipus will necessarily be on a larger scale
than were the Dances. Therefore, a minimum of $2900—raised through
subscriptions of $12.50 each — is required. For each subscription made
prior to April 1, 1954, the Trust Fund hopes to be able to give, in June,

.










